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The Keep Sedona Beautiful (KSB) Dark-Sky Committee is pleased to 
report progress in 2016 toward its goal of bringing more community 
awareness of light pollution and preserving our magnificent natural 
resource—our dark night sky. This was accomplished through the 
Committee’s dark-sky outreach program, which included educational 
events and assisting other communities in pursuing the International 
Dark-Sky Community designation.  

 
EDUCATIONAL EVENTS 

 
April 9, 2016: Star Party at Red Rock State Park 

The KSB Dark-Sky Committee 
partnered with Astronomers of Verde 
Valley and Rangers of Red Rock State 
Park in Sedona to enjoy the night skies 
at Red Rock State Park. J.D. Maddy, 
President of Astronomers of Verde 
Valley, gave an introductory 
presentation on current sky events and 
what’s “up” in the spring skies, which 
was followed by night viewing through 

telescopes. Dark-Sky brochures were available as well as other dark-sky 
information. There was a “Star Jar” craft project for the children. Space 
cookies, moon juice, and other complimentary beverages were provided. 
                
April 17, 2016: National Astronomy Day Star Party 
The Sirius Lookers Astro Club, Sedona Public Library, and KSB Dark-Sky 
Committee sponsored the event. Astronomy Day was started over 40 
years ago by Doug Berger of California to promote public awareness of 
science and the dark sky. The star party was at the Safeway Plaza in West 
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Sedona and started with solar viewing of our closest star, the Sun. The 
night sky viewing highlighted the Crescent Moon, the Seven Sisters Star 
Cluster, the planet Jupiter, and more.  Large telescopes and binoculars 
were available for viewing the heavens.  Dark-sky brochures and other 
dark-sky information were available. 
 

               
 

    April 23, 2016: Earth Day, Keep the Earth and Sedona Beautiful 
     

The KSB Dark-Sky Committee joined 
Sedona Recycles to celebrate Earth 
Day. Other vendors included Gardens 
for Humanity, Verde River Basin 
Partnership, Arizona State Parks, 
and others. The event was celebrated 
at Sedona Recycles in Sedona. 
 
 

 
May 11, 2016: Keep Sedona Beautiful Speaker Series 
J.D. Maddy, President of Astronomers of Verde Valley, spoke at KSB’s                
popular Speaker Series on “Under the Dark Skies of Sedona”. 
 

 



 
June 8, 2016: Night Photography Workshop by Jim Peterson 
Jim Peterson of American Commercial and Fine Art Photography gave a 
hands-on workshop at Keep Sedona Beautiful. The workshop included 
essential information such as what camera to use, how to set the camera 
for night sky images, how to focus in the dark, and how to process night 
sky images. 
 

August 6, 2016: Sedona National Night Out  
Sedona National Night Out was hosted by the Sedona Police Department 
and its Police Volunteer program at the Posse Grounds in Sedona. The 
KSB Dark-Sky Committee participated in this event with an exhibit table 
of dark-sky literature, which was available for attendees. The Committee 
spoke with residents, children, and visitors about using fully shielded light 
fixtures, reducing light pollution, and preserving the dark sky. 
 

                 
 

SUPPORT OF INTERNATIONAL  
DARK-SKY COMMUNITY DESIGNATIONS 

 
During the summer of 2014, the KSB Dark-Sky Committee started 
working with the Big Park Regional Coordinating Council about pursuing 
the International Dark-Sky Community designation for Big Park/Village 
of Oak Creek, a community adjacent to Sedona. In February 2016 Big 
Park/ Village of Oak Creek was designated the fourteenth International 
Dark-Sky Community in the world! 
 
The KSB Dark-Sky Committee is now helping Camp Verde AZ to 
pursue the International Dark-Sky Community designation. 
 
In June 2016 the KSB Dark-Sky Committee made a presentation for 
the Cottonwood AZ Mayor and City Council about Cottonwood’s 



obtaining the International Dark-Sky Community designation.  The 
Cottonwood Mayor and City Council unanimously approved pursuing 
the designation.  The KSB Dark-Sky Committee will assist with the 
application process. 

 
DARK-SKY BROCHURES 

 
The Keep Sedona Beautiful Dark-Sky Committee distributes its Dark-Sky 
Brochures at educational events as well as to residents, business, and 
visitors. 

 
KEEP SEDONA BEAUTIFUL WEBSITE 

 
The Dark-Sky tab at KSB’S website, www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org., is 
kept updated about dark-sky events. The Dark-Sky Tab includes annual 
community dark-sky awareness events. It links to the International Dark-
Sky Association Video, “Losing the Dark,” as well as to the following: 
 
 Arizona Night Skies Are Under Threat!, March 9, 2016 

 
 Spring Skies by J.D. Maddy, President of Astronomers of Verde 

Valley, March 2016 
 
 Dark-Sky Information, June 13, 2016 

 
NEW AND REMODELED BUSINESSES IN SEDONA 

 
The following new buildings in Sedona were completed and received their 
Final Certificates of Occupancy (CofO): Sedona Rouge Expansion and 
Tlaquepaque North.   
 

Part of the City’s inspection process includes a lighting night-time 
inspection.  Issuance of a final CofO is evidence that all inspections, 
including a lighting inspection, were passed.   

 
The following remodels in Sedona were completed: Christ Lutheran 
Church, Whole Foods Façade Remodel, and Forest Plaza (Chipotle 
Building).  This is not a comprehensive list and only includes projects that 
involved extensive exterior renovations, new building area, or new 
lighting. 

http://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/


 
If the remodeling project includes new lighting, part of the inspection 
process is a night-time lighting inspection. Final sign off on the permit is 
evidence that all inspections, including a lighting inspection for all new 
lighting, were passed.  
 

The City of Sedona will send a courtesy mailer reminding businesses of 
Sedona’s Outdoor Lighting Ordinance and the importance of turning off 
outdoor lighting where and when appropriate. 

 
SKY QUALITY MEASUREMENTS 

 
The KSB Dark-Sky Committee takes Sky Quality Measurements to 
ensure that Sedona continues to protect its dark night skies and to 
reduce light pollution. The measurements were taken in four locations 
on July 4, 2016, and August 30, 2016.  The readings were taken at the 
same locations as in previous years.  Below are the measurements: 
 

 
 

SEDONA DARK-SKY COMMUNITY SIGNS 
 
The Sedona International Dark-Sky Community signs are scheduled to be 
installed soon. The sign structures will be installed in three different areas 
in Sedona, pending ADOT approval. 



 
PRESS ARTICLES 

  
Red Rock News, Sedona, February 12, 2016 – “Westerners track stars in 
sky”  
 
The Villager, Village of Oak Creek, May 1, 2016 – “J.D. Maddy presents 
‘Under the Dark Skies of Sedona’”  
 
Red Rock News, Sedona, April 20, 2016 – “Astronomy Day gets a Sirius 
look”  
 
Red Rock News, Sedona, April 22, 2016 – “Sedona Recycles celebrates 
Earth Day” 
 
Below are the articles. 
____________________________________________________ 
 

Report submitted by Joanne Kendrick, Chair 
Keep Sedona Beautiful Dark-Sky Committee 
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