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KSB’s Quarterly 
Environmental

Message:

Yes! We are relevant and will continue 
to be so as long as stewardship, 
preservation, quality of life and caring 
for our community are important to 
our daily lives and future generations.

10,000+ VOLUNTEER HOURS
OVER 5,000 HOURS

LITTER LIFTING

In Memory of John Gillam

Trail Keepers to Expand

Speaker Series

Fire Season

Silver Level Certification
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In Sedona,
the Environment
...IS…the Economy.

Keep Sedona Beautiful’s mission is to 
protect and sustain the unique scenic 
beauty and natural environment of the 
Greater Sedona Area

PRESIDE NT ’S M E SSAGE:
On May 17, 2018, the 
Coconino National 
Forest Service released 

its revised and final Land and Resource 
Management Plan.  This plan replaces 
the 1987 Plan and is the result of years of 
collaboration between the Forest Service 
and many interested parties.  Keep Sedona 
Beautiful was one of the key contributors to 
the current plan.

When I first joined the KSB board in early 
2014, I was asked to be part of a team 
to review and comment on the roughly 
2000 pages of documents comprising the 
proposed plan.  We worked diligently within 
a tight time frame to analyze the plan, and 
provided the Forest Service with almost 
60 pages of comments and suggestions to 
improve it.  In addition, KSB met several 
times with the Forest Service team drafting 
the plan in order to explain our concerns 
and suggest improvements.  

I am pleased to report that the final Land and 
Resource Management Plan just released 
retains key portions of the 1987 Plan that 
protect this national forest.  In particular, 
the safeguards of Amendment 12 to the 
1987 Plan (notably restricting land trades) 
have been kept in the current version.  

Another aspect of the forest plan and 

Amendment 12 that is frequently overlooked 
is the commitment to quiet.  As the Forest 
Service noted:  Natural quiet is a value 
inherent to National Forest lands.  The loss 
of natural quiet has been identified as one of 
the most significant issues for the Sedona/
Oak Creek ecosystem.  As one enjoys the 
forest and especially the wilderness areas, 
there is an expectation that part of that 
enjoyment will be the opportunity to be 
in the forest in relative solitude.  Keeping 
that as a goal for the forest plan is a key 
component.

Thus, I am proud of the leadership that KSB 
has shown in this process.  We have worked 
with the Forest Service and urged it to enact 
a plan that continues to protect this area so 
that the forest and the quiet can be enjoyed 
by generations to come.  

Sincerely,

Mike Yarbrough, President 
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SILVER LEVEL CERTIFICATION
KSB is proud to report that we have achieved the Silver level certification from 
the Sustainability Alliance, as noted in their most recent newsletter: 

“KSB has been protecting our environment since 1972. In addition to running 
the Litter Lifters and protecting our Dark Sky, they also walk the talk. They have 
preserved an historic building and repurposed materials (like giving Gardens 
for Humanity their old decking.) They teach the local community about how 
to save water and build habitat at the annual Native Plant Workshop; (this year 
was their 39th conference). They're planning to upgrade the energy efficiency 
of their building and already buy all green power from APS.” 

As a founding member of the Sustainability Alliance, we urge all KSB members 
to support their activities, whether that be through attending educational 
programs, spreading the word through the community, or working directly 
with organizations or businesses that are attaining sustainable certifications.

Visit http://www.sustainabilityallianceaz.org to learn more.
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It’s with sadness that we note the passing of John Gillam 
on April 5.  John served on the Board of KSB and was 
Treasurer from 2006-2010. Besides his work with KSB, 
John was an active member of the Church of the Red 
Rocks, the Big Park Council, Voice of Choice, and the 
effort to have State Route 179 named an All-American 
Road.  As one KSB member noted, “he was a kind, 
sincere, intelligent, caring, welcoming, friendly person.   
How could you not like someone like that?”.  Another 
commented, that John “was a kind gentle man who 
loved to travel and who loved his shepherd dogs and 
the Greater Sedona Area.”  He will be missed.  Services 
for John will be held at Mountain View Cemetery in 
Altadena, CA on Saturday, May 12, 2018 at 11:00am.

In lieu of flowers, his family has asked that donations 
be made to KSB and/or the Church of the Red Rocks.

Left to Right: John Gillam, Heather Provencio, 
Former District Ranger and Steve DeVol, Former KSB President

I n  M emory of John Gillam
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39TH ANNUAL N AT IVE  P L ANT WORKS HO P 
The 39th Annual Native Plant Workshop had over 120 participants listening to the keynote speakers. 
Hattie Braun spoke on how to Unleash Your Garden's Wild Side:  Garden Design Using Native 
Plants, and Director/Filmmaker Hugh Denno showed his movie VIVA LA VERDE!  Breakout 
sessions covered topics from Monarch Waystations (Denise Gibbs), Xeriscaping (Jason Lavelle), 
Landscaping to Attract Birds (Eric Moore) to Lichens 101 (Garry Neil) and Environmentally 
Friendly Pest Management (Jeff Schalau).  Max Licher led a nature walk explaining the uses of 
native plants.

Food was supplied by Wildflower Bread Company, Bashas and the Snyder's, with water stations on 
loan from Kinetico.  Many attendees helped make this a more sustainable event by bringing their 
own mugs and water bottles. 

Sedona Compost came to help us recycle our food scraps and the compostable plates. They can 
help you too:  http:www.sedonacompost.com/.  Their slogan is Improving Sedona's sustainability 
one bucket at a time!

We had a variety of plant related items donated by the community for our Silent Auction which 
brought in over $1500.  We thank our donors for their support.

This year the 12th Herkenham recipient was Hattie Braun, a past speaker at the NPW and currently the Director for the Coconino Cooperative 
Extension in Flagstaff.  This award goes to individuals, businesses or organizations that further the education and implementation of native 
plant landscaping.

Vendors were Jay's Bird Barn and the Verde Valley School, selling their products and sharing their expertise.

A sincere thank you goes to all the committee members and volunteers for their hundreds of hours spent working on presenting another 
successful event.  

Be sure to join us on Saturday, April 6, 2019 for the 40th Annual Native Plant Workshop to be held at the Verde Valley School.  See you there!
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Keep Sedona Beautiful is a proud contributor to the Sedona Trail Keepers program.  
Sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, Trail Keepers program allows businesses and 
organizations to financially contribute to the preservation, maintenance, and creation 
of Sedona’s trails for generations to come.  Each business or organization commits to 
contribute $1,000 per year for a set time, and the Chamber matches that donation.  All 
monies go directly to the Forest Service for maintaining and expanding our trails.

The Chamber is expanding the program and is seeking 10 more sponsors who will 
commit $1,000 per year for the next 3 years.

If you are part of a business or organization that is interested in becoming a sponsor of 
this valuable program, you can contact Jennifer Wesselhoff at jwess@sedonachamber.
com or by calling 928-204-1123 ext. 111.  Or – you can access a copy of the Chamber’s 
sponsorship commitment form by  clicking HERE.   

Trail  Keepers L o o ks to  E x pa n d
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Rhett & Elaine Atkinson

Lyn Braam

Susan Carol

John Chorlton

Misha Danilov

Dave Fanning

Ben Ghalmi

Scott & Gail Haebich

Mitch Laurich & Brigitte McBride

Marlene Macek

Jon & Terri Petrescu

Charlie Schudson

Robin Weeks

We are pleased to welcome our NEWEST MEMBERS:
Connie & George Bryant  
Doreen Dziepak   
Craig Lefebvre  
Marilyn & Rick Paul 
Margaret  Chanler  
Bill & Kim Chisholm  
William Adams  
Steve Andrade  
Nanette & Rich Armstrong 
Heather Baker  
Marlene Besso  
Joan & Bruce Blondina 
Mary & Peter Bloomer 
Joani  Carlin  
Nancy Christie  
Judith Coates  
Jonathon Colombo 
Jane Conlon 
JudithCotton 
John Skaneski
Carole Currie  
Carole Currin  
Daysy Curry  
Catherine Depasquale
Dayk Dodge  

Pam Drake  
Eileen Estes  
Andrea Faulkes  
Andrea Feldman  
Christie & Robert Ferkin  
Peter & Jeanett Flynn  
Dale Fountaine  
Pat Fraleigh  
Drew Frehs  
Lora Gale  
Krystal Gordon 
Dixon Foss
Marti Griggs  
Carol & Loren Gronewold
John & Brenda Hagman 
Vaughn  Hall  
Carole & Dave Hampton  
Antonia Hansen  
Peggy Harris  
Ann Hemingway  
Mary Hennessey  
Jim Herbert  
Carol Higgins  
Jamie Hinman  
Paula Horrigan  

Elyse James  
Althea Johnson  
Linda Jones  
Cynthia Jones  
Sally Kane  
James & Lucinda Kautz
Carol Keefer  
Ed Keelan  
Kam  Keene  
Carole Kelley  
Judy Kennedy  
Beth Kingsley Hawkins
Mary Korsholm  
Barbara Kraseman  
Sue Kuizenga  
Patti Lamb  
Matt & Peggy Leonard
Linda Lou Litchfield
Donna Coffin
Janet Mansoldo  
Sharon Marmaduke  
Penelope Mathewson 
Lindsay & Cindy  McConnell 
Rose Moon  
Susan Morningmountain 

Elizabeth Munding  
Pattie Noonan
John Green
Mary Beth & Tom Nowak 
Susan & Richard Piirn 
Elsie Jane Pratt  
Nancy Rominger  
Martin & Caroline Rudat
Cathy Rutherford  
Pat & Carolyn Saxton 
Tony Schierl  
Lisa  Schnebly Heidinger  
Harry & Janet Schofield  
Betty Schultz  
Tom & Gee Schwilenstocker  
Yvonne Sheer  
Bruce Vivers  
Rolf & Marja vom Dorp  
Linda Voorhis  
Mike Wagner  
Frank Thomas & Matthew Bourque
Lisa Voss & Peter Furman
Ed & Cheryl Waale

KSB WELCOMES 109 NEW MEMBERS!
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SPEAKERS SER IE S -   SAVE  T HE  DATES !
The KSB Preserving the Wonder ™ Speakers Series is pleased to 
announce a special event on Monday, August 2nd.  On that date, 
KSB will welcome Jennifer Wesselhoff, President and CEO of the 
Sedona Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Bureau, who will 
share with us the work of the Chamber, including details of the 
Sustainable Tourist Plan currently in development.

The Speakers Series resumes on its usual second Wednesday of 
the month, on September 12th, with photographer Ted Grussing 
sharing his amazing photographs of our natural environment, with 
emphasis on the beauty of our dark skies.

On Wednesday, October 10, Nicole Branton, Red Rock District 
Ranger, will provide an update on the US Forest Service Red  
Rocks District.

Janeen Trevillyan, Historian of the Sedona Heritage Museum will 
be our speaker on Wednesday, November 14.  Janeen's presentation 
is titled, "Sedona's Architectural Past—A Trip by Time Machine." 

These events are held at 5:30 p.m. at the KSB Pushmataha Center, 
360 Brewer Road, Sedona.  Appetizers will be provided by El 
Rincon Restaurante Mexicano and beverages will be served.  
Admission is free and open to the public, although donations are 
appreciated.  Speaker Series guests may sign up for membership in 
KSB at these events.

© DEREK VON BRIESEN
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ARE YOU FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO BE  
70 ½ YEARS OLD?

If you are at least 70 1/2 years old, you may be able to 
make a donation using the IRS charitable donation 
rollover provision.  This provision of the tax law allows 
one to transfer up to $100,000 annually from your IRA 
accounts directly to a qualified charity like KSB without 
first having to recognize the distribution as income.  You 
can also name your charity as a beneficiary to your IRA.

Such donations must be sent directly from your IRA trustee 
to the charitable organization. We are not providing any 
tax advice so if you are interested in this option, be certain 
you work with your financial advisor.

FIRE SEASON IS  UP ON US  
While fire is an ever-present threat in Northern Arizona, this 
year that danger is particularly acute.  The 2017 monsoon season 
ended early, and we had a particularly dry winter and spring.  
The dry weather continues, making conditions ripe for fire.

The Forest Service has already closed the Fossil Creek area 
temporarily, invoking Stage 3 fire restrictions.  If we don’t get 
some rain in the near future, more Stage 3 restrictions may be 
put in place, closing even more of the forest from use.  Stage 
2 restrictions are in effect for the remainder of the Coconino 
National Forest.

Outside the forest, the Sedona Fire District has put their own 
Stage 3 fire restrictions into effect for the entire district regardless 
of whether those areas are within Yavapai or Coconino counties.

To learn more about Fire District restrictions, visit  
www.sedonafire.org.  

To learn more about National Forest restrictions, visit  
www.fs.usda.gov/coconino.

We all need to do our part in protecting and preserving Sedona 
by following these mandated restrictions.  Open fires are not 
allowed, nor is shooting of any firearms.  Smoking outside of 
enclosed vehicles or buildings is prohibited.  

Use common sense to avoid causing a problem and report any 
problems that you see.  If you come across a smoldering campfire 
or any sort of active fire, you should call 911 immediately.

5

© DEREK VON BRIESEN

http://www.sedonafire.org
http://www.fs.usda.gov/coconino


KSB Gratefully Acknowledges New Business Sponsors
With a reminder to all KSB members to patronize our sponsors whenever possible,  

KSB welcomes these new sponsors:

Lisa Snowden of Snowden Design creates unique interiors for her clients’ dream homes and custom projects.  
These custom homes require color palettes for paint and stucco, tile and stone selections, as well as cabinetry, 
fixtures, and window treatments. She can also assist with evaluating possibilities for using existing furnishings 
and artwork in the new home.

Lisa always brings her personal involvement and a high standard of quality in the design and craftsmanship 
during the construction process. Her design goals for all her projects are a clean, timeless design that will 
remain fresh and up-to-date for many years to come. 

You can contact Lisa at 928.239.9135 or visit her web site at www.SnowdenDesign.com.

Sedona Home & Design Center is Sedona's choice for elegant, expert home design. They provide inspired, 
precise professional guidance to help you get your remodel done right. Their seasoned professional designers 
will bring your design visions to life and help you create a personalized interior that looks and feels like “home” 
from top to bottom.

Your satisfaction is their priority. Call them today at 928.325.2271 for a free consultation, or come visit their 
beautiful show room at 55 Shelby Drive in Sedona. You can also find them online at www.SedonaHomeCenter.
com. Your perfect home is waiting for you! 

Since 1991, Jeff Dissinger, of DigiTech Sedona, has been providing expert technical support for local businesses 
and home in the areas of: computer setup, sales and repairs; home theaters and audio systems; phone systems and 
repairs; security cameras; new build low-voltage wiring and large-scale wireless networks. Jeff can be reached at  
928-300-7313 or jeff@digitechsedona.com.

When The Home Depot was founded in 1978, the owners had no idea how revolutionary this new “hardware 
store” would be for home improvement and the retail industry.

Today, Home Depot is proud to be the world’s largest home improvement retailer. In more than 2,200 stores across 
North America, they aspire to excel in service – to their customers, associates, communities and shareholders. 
They live by a simple premise from their founders:  Put customers and associates first, and the rest will take care 
of itself.  Located at 1030 S. State Rte. 260, Cottonwood. 928.649.3758, www.HomeDepot.com.

Draxler Insurance has been a trusted name in insurance for over thirty-five years.  They have two convenient 
offices:  in Sedona at 3060 W Hwy 89A, 928.282.6200 and in Cottonwood at 830 S Main St Ste 1-C, 928.634.5511. 
Their team of specialists focuses on impeccable customer service and obtaining the best policies for their 
clientele. They offer a complete line of insurance services including home, auto, life, health, business and more.  
www.Draxlerinsurance.com.

John Kincaid founded Kincaid Financial Advisors with the goal of assisting their clients in every aspect of their 
financial lives. They provide the most comprehensive and personal service available, thus earning a reputation for 
excellence in working with their clients.  Their key words are trust, transparency and teamwork along with long-
term planning, long-term success and lasting relationships.  928.284.3636 www.KincaidFinancial.com

Crispin Montes De Oca Painting and Wall Paper Contractor 928.300.2804

Sterling Financial Services  offers tax preparation, bookkeeping and financial planning at two convenient locations:  
in Sedona at 1865 W State Route 89A, 928.282.3684 and in the Village of Oak Creek at 56 West Cortez Drive, 
928.284.1040.  Sterling Financial Services provides advice on the New Tax Laws as well as: Bookkeeping, Payroll, 
Tax preparation, IRS negotiations, Financial planning and LTC and Life Insurance. You can find them on the web at  
www.sterlingfinancialaz.com.

C A T H E D R A L  R O C K  ( $ 5 0 0 0 )

T H U N D E R  M O U N T A I N  ( $ 1 0 0 0 )

C O U R T H O U S E  B U T T E  ( $ 5 0 0 )

B E L L  R O C K  ( $ 2 5 0 )

C H I M N E Y  R O C K  ( $ 1 0 0 )
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Dena Greenwood passed away on June 11.  Dena was a lovely, soft spoken woman who 
nevertheless was an outstanding public speaker.  Combining that speaking skill with her 
extensive knowledge about birds made her very popular as a presenter.  Frequently KSB 
asked her to make a presentation about some aspect of birding at our monthly Preserving the 
WonderTM Speaker Series.  She always attracted an overflow crowd, with standing room only 
for those who didn’t arrive early.

KBS board member Dave Norton remembers Dena from her bird walks. “For many years, 
Dena led free bird walks all over the Verde Valley and beyond, from Mingus Mountain to 
Flagstaff.  I went on many and I was her spotter because for some reason, I could find an 
obscure bird for her to identify, and we did find some rare ones.  There was quite a group that 
rotated in and out of her Wednesday bird walks.”

“Dena was a very special person who touched the lives of many.”  When Joanne Kendrick first 
met Dena, she “was instantly drawn to her sweet spirit.  Dena opened my eyes and ears to 
better understand and appreciate birds.  I loved to hear her talk in her sweet, soft voice about 
the birds - how to recognize their coloring and their song.  Our love of nature brought us close; her smile warmed my heart.  I 
have lost a dear friend and a kindred spirit.  She is gone, but not forgotten.”

Nancy Spinelli recalls that “Dena was a regular vendor for Jay's Bird Barn at the Keep Sedona Beautiful Native Plant Workshop, 
sharing her expertise with all the attendees.  Her gentle smile and manner allowed one to ask any question, no matter how trivial.  
She presented several times as well as being the keynote speaker in 2016 explaining the Ecological Interrelationships between 
Insects and Birds in Your Garden.  Through Jay's Bird Barn, she supported the NPW Silent Auction and donated little treasures 
for the ‘swag bags’ such as wildflower seeds, nesting balls and suet feeders.  She was eager to help in any way she could, whether 
by supplying books or setting up displays.  Dena was there to support and share her knowledge.”

Her expertise and passion about birds gave everyone a greater understanding and appreciation for our feathered friends.   She 
was a treasure who will be sorely missed.

A celebration of Dena’s life will be held on Friday, June 22 at 11:00 a.m. at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 160 
Mormon Hill Road in Sedona.  A reception with a light potluck lunch will follow the service. Please bring a dish to share if you 
are so inclined.

The family has asked that in lieu of flowers a donation instead be made to the Greenwood Youth Scholarship Fund.  This fund 
has been established to carry on Dena’s passion for helping young people become birders and care for bird welfare and habitat. 
Donations can be made by clicking the following link: https://nazaudubon.z2systems.com/np/clients/nazaudubon/donation.
jsp?campaign=2&&test=true.

I n  Memory of Dena Greenwood

STAR PARTY AT RE D  ROC K STAT E PARK,  J U NE 2,  2018
Red Rock State Park hosted a star party, which was sponsored by 
Keep Sedona Beautiful.  The Astronomers of Verde Valley (AVV) 
had their telescopes ready for attendees to view the heavens.

J.D. Maddy of AVV gave an interesting astronomy presentation, 
followed by telescope viewing of galaxies and the galaxy-rich 
constellations of Leo and Virgo.  Under the dark skies of the park, 
the summer Milky Way was starting to make its way across the 
night sky.  The planet Jupiter was high in the sky as it goes through 
the constellation of Libra.  Venus was glimpsed low on the western 
horizon as it hovered in the constellation of Gemini.  The easily 
recognizable constellations of Ursa Major, the Big Dipper, and Ursa 
Minor, the Little Dipper, were riding high in the northern sky.  The 
first globular clusters of the summer made their first appearances.

The Keep Sedona Beautiful Dark-Sky Committee and the Big 
Park/Village of Oak Creek Dark-Sky Committee distributed dark-

sky literature and talked with the attendees about light pollution, 
dark-sky compliant lighting fixtures, the importance of keeping our 
night skies dark, and advised the attendees which communities in 
Arizona are International Dark-Sky Communities (IDSC), and what 
it means to be an IDSC.  Light refreshments were provided.

© DEREK VON BRIESEN
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Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc.

INVITATION TO OUR MEMBERS:
If You Care About the Beautiful Nature that Surrounds Sedona, THEN IT’S YOU WE ARE LOOKING FOR!

Put your special volunteer talents to work for the greater good of Preserving the WonderTM! 
www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org or call KSB at 928-282-4938

Mike Yarbrough, President

Joanne Kendrick, Executive Vice President

Susan Murrill, Secretary

Abbie Denton, Treasurer

Rob Adams
Georgia Munsell 
Dave Norton
Bill Pumphrey
Craig Swanson

Jo Anne VanDerveer
Mike Ward
Carla Williams

2018 BOARD OF OFFICERS

2018 TRUSTEES

Office Manager: Jan Wind

Executive Assistant: Wendy Heald

K E E P  S E D O N A  B E A U T I F U L
360 BREWER ROAD, SEDONA, AZ 86336

NAME(S): 

MAILING ADDRESS:

PHONE: EMAIL:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

JOIN/RENEW
Keep Sedona Beautiful
Environmental Stewards Since 1972

Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Contributions are tax deductible within the limits of the law.

Please print this page and mail it along with a check for your membership 
dues to:

$500
$1000
$2500
$5000

(__) Individual 
(__) Family
(__) Promoter
(__) Conserver

$35
$50

$100
$250

(__) Protector 
(__) Preserver
(__) Steward
(__) Sustainer

(KSB is an environmental organization.  To conserve paper, ink and other natural resources, and to 
reduce our carbon footprint, we communicate electronically whenever possible.)

Keep Sedona Beautiful
360 Brewer Road 
Sedona, AZ 86336-6012

_____ I prefer to remain anonymous in public membership lists
_____ I am interested in volunteering. Please contact me.
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THANKS TO KSB’s 2018 BUSINESS SPONSORS  
WHOSE FINANCIAL SUPPORT HELPS US TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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