
Handout     -    Making Inoculated Bran 

         In Class Demo 
Ingredient  10 lbs  50 lbs  2.5 lbs 

EM•1 ® 4 Tablespoons  3/4 Cup  1 Tablespoon 

Molasses  4 Tablespoons  3/4 Cup  1 Tablespoon 

Water  10 Cups  3-4 Gallons  2.5 cups water 

Bran (carbon material)  10 lbs  50 lbs  2.5 lbs 

Materials: 

1. Ingredients 
2. Large black plastic garbage bag or airtight container(s) 
3. Something to mix the materials in  

Procedure: 

1. Mix one gallon of the water with the molasses to dissolve the molasses.  
2. Mix in the EM•1 ®. 
3. Mix the liquid thoroughly into the bran 
4. Squeeze some of the bran into a ball. If it holds shape and no extra liquid comes out, it 

is the correct moisture. Put into bag or container. If it is too dry, add more water and 
mix. 

5. If using the bag, tie the bag tightly, squeezing out excess air. If using a container, press 
down mixture and cover container tightly. 

6. Place mixture somewhere warm and out of the way. Let it ferment for a minimum of two 
weeks. Longer is fine. 

7. When fermentation is complete, you may notice some white mold on/in the bokashi. 
This is good. Black or green mold means some air got into the container or it was too 
moist and is not desirable. You can use the material as is without drying, stored in a 
closed container, for up to 2 weeks, or dry for long-term storage. 

8. Keep airtight during storage, whether dry or wet. 

Some additional ingredients: (use small amounts at first, play with it) 
● Sea salt 
● Ceramic powder 
● Dried chicken manure 

 



 
Bokashi Bran Inoculant Application 
❖ Use in bokashi bucket  

➢ typically 1 lb / 5 gallon for food waste  
➢ 1 Tbsp / 1 cup food waste; too much is better than too little  

❖ Apply bran inoculant on mulch / plant residue @ rate of 1 lb per 100’ 
❖ Add @ 2% rate to potting mixes 
❖ For Kitty Litter: 

➢ Add 2 cup bran inoculant to fresh kitty litter for odor control 
Add 1 cup bran inoculant per week between litter box changes to maintain freshness & 
extend life of litter 

❖ Use bran inoculant within 1 year of purchase - may last indefinitely depending on storage 
 
Bokashi Tea Application 
Bokashi Tea is the liquid created from the fermentation process  *must be diluted with water 
❖ Drain off every 2-3 days 
❖ Use within 1-2 days as a tea 
➢ approximately 3 oz tea (1.5 Tbsp) / 1 gallon water 
❖ Apply tea to any planted area 
➢ soil only not directly on leafy parts of plant 
❖ Use in septic systems to keep it balanced 
 
Activated EM Application 
Activated EM shelf life is 30-60 days 
1 part Activated EM to 100 part water 
❖ 1 cup activated EM added to 6.25 gallon water - as soil adapts use less 
❖ May be applied via wet cloth or sprayed 
❖ Repels bugs / flies / roaches 
 
EM Application (www.emamerica.com) *DO NOT USE ON acid sensitive surfaces (ex: stone / tile) 
❖ 1 oz EM to 100 oz of water (about 1 oz to 1 gallon) 
❖ *General cleaning; 4 tsp to 1 qt water 
❖ Laundry: 1 oz + ½ amount of detergent 
❖ Add to compost pile 
❖ Add 1 pint / month for septic system renewal 
❖ Add to cut flowers to extend life 
❖ Use in RV’s / Outside Toilets; 1.5 oz / gallon 

http://www.emamerica.com/

