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KEEP SEDONA BEAUTIFUL  
50 YEARS OF ADVOCACY 

 

 

2022 marks the 50th year of service to the Verde 
Valley by Keep Sedona Beautiful (KSB). As part of 
our golden anniversary celebration, we’ll be 
looking back at our past accomplishments and 
looking forward to the future. This is the story of 
Keep Sedona Beautiful. 
 
In the 1960’s, the spectacular viewsheds of Sedona 
and the Verde Valley were marred by billboards, 
tasteless business signs and abundant litter on the 
roads. Groups such as the Sedona Garden Club, 

the Chamber of Commerce and the “Keep Sedona Beautiful Committee” worked to remove the most 
offensive billboards, particularly on Highway 179 leading into Sedona. Their efforts were so 
successful that in 1966 Sedona was named one of the 10 cleanest small towns in America 
 
Unfortunately, the situation gradually worsened. Litter became an increasing problem and business 
signs were uncontrolled in unincorporated Sedona. The unsightly nature of the town was 
highlighted in a 1971 Arizona Republic article about “honky-tonk, cluttered Sedona.” 
 
On April 6, 1971 a group of concerned citizens met at the home of Norman McGee. In that meeting, 
the Keep Sedona Beautiful Committee was revived. According to McGee, “The primary aim of this 
group, which is composed of business people and interested citizens and which has been endorsed 
by several civic organizations, should be, as its name implies, an attempt to devise ways and means 
to help in keeping Sedona beautiful in the face of ever rapidly increasing growth.” 
 
The Keep Sedona Beautiful Committee used the power of persuasion to convince some businesses to 
take down ‘high-rise’ business signs, including one at the Circle K on Highway 179. Other businesses 

 

 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ESd9TW9esA70NfV9Hwakrn7UJudGH4cA4IxZ0CgQHIydz5x0o_fP9Zc_LQbpbHrXag8VD9O_Obh3Ei3fRZK1czm3CSkairzVZhv-VI8pq5HDDW5JvW0kJTTREyFDdwgOieVEGBNd1JKp5BJG0rpeKV_g7UZECzYjKWjCadYQg1EB9MeodipjpSbfthDqe_prqrqp2eCykks2o918VHdpsOLAAiWYXe8D&c=lleumbn3l5EwF-qPh7rczjhkhTi0NUBzTdsHsfYK1fHgzmE0xCqIMw==&ch=Vvzbz0owPYQ43FZToOb5qHc4dH3cnugyR7KrIr1e1kSyoyvZzInu6g==


replaced gaudy storefront signs with more tasteful ones. The Committee held its first litter lifting 
drive on December 11, 1971. 

 

Norman McGee became the driving force behind the group, which was 
incorporated on May 17, 1972 as Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc., a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. The motto adopted by KSB was “Keep Sedona 
Beautiful, It’s Good Business.” 
 
Over the following 50 years, Keep Sedona Beautiful evolved with the times 
while continuing to fulfill the primary aim voiced by our founder and first 
President Norman McGee. 
 

We have been at the forefront of civic and environmental activism, focusing on programs and 
initiatives fostered during the earliest years of the organization: 
1.           Retaining and Enhancing the Beauty of Sedona 
2.           Supporting Sustainable and Rational Development and Tourism 
3.           Protecting Water Resources 
4.           Preserving and Protecting Public Lands 
5.           Using Native Plants in Landscaping 
6.           Controlling Pollution (noise and environmental) 
7.           Fostering Environmental Education 
8.           Recognizing Excellence 
9.           Addressing Climate Change 
10.         Preserving Dark Skies 
 
Over the next 10 months we’ll feature each of these topics in a communication. In December, we’ll 
highlight our plans for the coming years. Also, you can read a chronological history of KSB by 
CLICKING HERE. 
 
Join us as we celebrate 50 years of environmental stewardship. Become a member or renew your 
membership at KEEPSEDONABEAUTIFUL.ORG/DONATIONS To volunteer as a litter lifter 
or as a committee member, contact us at ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.organd let us know how 
you’re interested in helping keep Sedona and the Verde Valley beautiful. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS 

SUPPORT KSB BY SUPPORTING THEM 
 

 

 

Denton Accounting 

 

 

 

Sedona Film Festival 
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Jody Smith Creations 

 

Sedona Pizza Company 

 

 

Make Sedona My Home 

 

Gatewaay Cottage Wellness  

 

Arizona Water Company 

 

Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc. 
Located at 

360 Brewer Rd. Sedona, AZ 86336 
928-282-4938 info@keepsedonabeautiful.org 

www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org 
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