August 15, 2022

KSB HISTORY Fostering
Environmental
Education

Dear Jan,
Early on, Keep Sedona Beautiful invited speakers to meetings of our Board of Trustees to educate
the Board on a host of important topics, including protecting our environment. While these
meetings were open to anyone, they were not primarily public events. We then began holding
advertised educational sessions after our regular Board meetings. Eventually we formalized our freeto-the-public Speaker Series that continues to this day.
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Recent topics have included:
• Sedona’s OHV Crisis
• Our Water – A Diminishing Resource
• City of Sedona’s Efforts on Climate Action Plan
• Tribal/Indigenous Knowledge & Actions to Address the Climate Crisis
• Arizona Climate: Past, Present and Future
• Rare Species of the Verde Valley
• What We as Individuals Can Do to Protect Our Fragile Lands
• Rainwater Recycling
We also use our quarterly newsletter, Preserving the Wonder™ to disseminate important
information to the more than 2,000 people on our mailing list. Individuals on that mailing list also
receive periodic eNews emails on topics we feel are particularly important.
For example, we created a set of surveys that allowed Yavapai County residents to express their
priorities on issues relevant to the update of the County Comprehensive Plan. Many of these asked
Yavapai County residents to register their support or opposition to a host of environmental issues.
The results of those surveys were provided to Yavapai County and were made available on our
website.
KSB considers environmental education to be at the heart of our mission “to protect and enhance
the scenic beauty and natural environment of Sedona and the Verde Valley.” In a time when
misinformation, alternative facts, conspiracy theories and fake news bombard the public on both
traditional and social media, we believe our efforts to provide reliable science-based information are
more important than ever.
To help us in our educational efforts, become a member of KSB or renew your membership at
keepsedonabeautiful.org/donations.
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