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Join KSB and help us protect the 
environment of Sedona and the 
Verde Valley through our programs 

and initiatives.

In Sedona,
the Environment
...IS…the Economy.

Keep Sedona Beautiful's mission is 
to protect and enhance the scenic 
beauty and natural environment of 
Sedona and the Verde Valley.
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Celebrating Our First 50 Years
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EXE C UT IVE  VIC E  P RE SIDENT’S 
MESSAGE
Like our wonderful 
monsoon season, here at 
KSB we’ve had a deluge 
of activity. By the way, 
this is Carla Williams, 

your Executive Vice President. I’d like to first 
invite those who are passionate about the 
local environment and have some extra time 
to consider joining KSB’s many program and 
initiative committees. We have multiple ways 
to volunteer, so I’m sure we can find a place 
to match your interests and talent. Just call 
the KSB office and ask for Craig, Carla, Jan or 
Wendy. We’d be happy to talk with you about 
where you might fit. Regarding these programs 
and initiatives, lots has happened since the last 
issue, so I’d like to dive right in.  

This issue of our Preserving the Wonder 
magazine includes an article introducing the 
new Litter Lifter Program Chair, PJ Harrison. 
PJ will manage over 70 KSB volunteer litter 
lifters and is well equipped in management 
with his career as a high school principal. We 
are excited having PJ at the helm of this visible 
and important committee. After all, litter 
lifting is where we started 50 years ago and 
continue today. It is our flagship program. We 
have two very nice routes available if anyone 
would like to get some exercise and have 
some fun too. 

I was the previous chair for the Litter Lifter 
Program and since it is now in PJ’s capable 
hands, I can focus on my new job as the KSB 

Development Chair. I have the privilege of 
working with a super talented and energetic 
committee. There are many new changes at 
KSB due to this committee’s work and the 
work of KSB’s website guru, Rob Harrison. 
Here are a few of those changes:

• First, check out the new membership and 
business sponsorship levels, which were 
totally revamped with colorful badges 
and experiential benefits. If you aren’t 
a member or your annual membership 
is about to expire, consider joining at 
these new membership levels HERE and 
business sponsorship levels HERE. Rob 
has made lots of changes to the website 
since the last magazine, so don’t stop at 
membership, but peruse around a bit and 
check out the new OHV page. 

•  Second, we are delighted to announce 
the first new business member under the 
new structure; Enchantment Resort at the 
Thunder Mountain level! 

•  Third, is our $11,000 matching fundraiser 
kickoff. We want to raise $22,000 by the 
end of the year for the EcoHub projects. 
If you haven’t heard of the EcoHub, it’s 
a rebranding of our KSB building into 
an environmental learning and meeting 
hub. We have already started making our 
building more energy efficient with a new 
electric heat pump, roof membrane, and 

https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/ksb-membership/
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/ksb-business-sponsorship/


I believe nature is sacred.  It is 
where we find peace and beauty.  
It’s challenging to imagine what 
life would look like without 
being surrounded by the majesty 
of towering trees, fragrant 
flowers, elegant mountains, 
soothing creeks and the magic 
of butterflies. And for me, it is 
an honor to be working for an 
organization like Keep Sedona

Beautiful – it is like a dream come true because everything we 
work for is about preserving the miracles that nature provides 
in our lives every day.

When I first moved to Sedona in 1988, I had absolutely no idea 
what was growing in our yard … is this plant a friend or a foe? 
Learning about the flora and fauna here has been an exciting 
process. I’ve learned to love lots of plants I never knew existed. 
For example, I love the native grasses that burst into new tall, 
green growth this time of year. Most of the natives are bunch 
grasses, such as Sideoats grama and Blue grama.

Fast forward to today. The local greenery we are experiencing 
as a result of the monsoon rains got me to thinking about what 
an adventure it can be to explore one’s yard and/or the many 
trails to observe the new green forms of life that are emerging 
from red soil and rocks. I noticed two volunteer Velvet 
Mesquite Trees coming up in my yard, and they are keepers, for 
sure! Did I mention how much I love the miracles of nature? 
Most likely the birds planted those seeds, which is why we need 

solar panels, but we also plan on many more future building and grounds projects. The goal is to become a model of sustainability, 
as well as a place where our members can come to enjoy the peacefulness of our acreage and learn about xeriscape, native plants, art, 
meditation and much more. Help us reach our goal by donating HERE and our donors will match. Watch as our goal thermometer 
rises with each donation!

As we approach some businesses to become new members, we are supporting other businesses by helping them retrofit their lighting to 
become dark sky compliant. Lighting retrofit has been completed at one business and another is coming to conclusion. KSB received a 
$10,000 grant from the City of Sedona to continue helping businesses replace their non-compliant lighting to dark sky-compliant fixtures 
in 2023. These changes help preserve our dark skies for residents, visitors and nearby telescopes.  

Darkening our Sedona sky is exciting news, but so is our 50th Anniversary as it only happens once, so all year KSB’s President Craig 
Swanson has issued historical accomplishments via email and provided presentations at the Sedona Historical Museum and OLLI Brown 
Bag Lunch. We have a 50th Anniversary video in the works for an invitation-only 50th celebration event at the Mary Fisher Theater in 
October. Enchantment Resort is a sponsor of the event, and KSB is a sponsor of a five-minute Sedona OHV (off highway vehicle) video, 
which premieres at this event. Click HERE to view the 1-minute video on how OHVs are destroying the beautiful land and natural 
surroundings. 

I conclude with the important Yavapai County Comprehensive Plan update that will wrap up by the end of the year and cover the next ten 
years. KSB has been a proponent of ensuring the plan includes policies and actions instead of just goals, objectives and recommendations. 
We strongly feel “action” words and policies are the only method to ensure the plan is followed and worth the months of community input 
and development. Yavapai County has released their final draft for a 60-day public comment period. If you are a resident of Yavapai County 
you can download a copy and comment on it from this web page: https://planningyavapai2032.org/.  - Carla Williams, Vice President
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to protect them, too. Their habitat is our habitat.

What makes Sedona so unique is that it’s a transition zone 
between the Sonoran Desert and the Colorado Plateau. This 
unique habitat contains plant species from both biomes. With a 
changing climate, Sedona is beginning to lose some species in 
some areas such as the Arizona Cypress and Pinon Pine. KSB’s 
property has lost several of each recently.

What has remained the same all these 34 years is the spirit 
of volunteerism. Sedona and the Verde Valley have always 
thrived because of the volunteers. And many of them are KSB 
volunteers. Volunteers are truly the heart of Keep Sedona 
Beautiful. From the many board members I’ve come to know 
over the years, and our fabulous team of Litter Lifters to our 
Speaker Series, Annual Awards of Excellence and Native 
Plant Workshops, all of these programs are arranged and 
coordinated by volunteers. In addition, thanks to volunteers 
led by former KSB President Joanne Kendrick, in 2014, 
Sedona was designated the eighth location in the world to be 
declared a Dark Sky Community by the International Dark Sky 
Association! I love going out for walks at night and being able to 
see the Milky Way. The power of KSB volunteers are true forces 
of Nature! This is what makes me proud to be a part of KSB. 

It’s why I love my job. I cannot imagine working anywhere else. 
Keep Sedona Beautiful brings together like-minded people 
who are passionate about what truly matters—the beauty of 
Red Rock Country as well as the immense value of nature and 
the environment all over the planet. Together, as a team of 
volunteers, we can all join forces to keep Sedona and the Verde 
Valley beautiful.  

https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/double-donation/
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/ksb-video-ohv-crisis/
https://planningyavapai2032.org/CPAC-Meetings


VISITING,  MOVING,  GROWING

MEET PJ  HAR RISON,  KS B ’S  N E W L I T T E R  L I F T E R  C H A I R
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By Jan Wind, Office Manager, Keep Sedona Beautiful

It was a different world in Orlando, Florida where I grew up. 
Florida at that time was a paradise of all things water, flora, and 
fauna. After the arrival of Walt Disney World, every natural 
resource became threatened. Thousands of acres of land, 
secretly purchased, succumbed to commercial and residential 
development on a grand scale that spread throughout the state 
like a virus. Environmental concerns existed everywhere, and it 
was a difficult fight to protect what we could. 

Exhausted from living in a constant state of uncontrolled 
development, my husband and I were ready for vacation. 
Our travel agent proposed a trip to Phoenix and Sedona, 
Arizona. Where? We had never heard of this place. Driving 
north from Phoenix, the dry desert landscape soon turned to 
distant massive red spires. As the few homes and businesses 
of the Village of Oak Creek came into view, the idea of people 
living amongst this breathtaking landscape began to take 
shape. Unexpectedly, in 2000, we moved to Sedona and found 
ourselves volunteering, working, hiking, and biking. 

I began working for Keep Sedona Beautiful in 2004 when the 
organization was 32 years old, a lengthy time indeed. At that 
time, the organization consisted of some volunteers, the board 
trustees and me. We all had one goal in mind: to keep Sedona 
beautiful now and for those who followed. 

The KSB Pushmataha building had been donated to KSB by 
Susan Coleman in 1992, so by the time I arrived it had been 
modified by board members and volunteers to include parking, 
heating and cooling, landscaped gardens, and a large room 
that we offered to the community for events. With the historic 
Forest Service buildings steps away, the area was considered 
the heart of Sedona. 

Hello KSB community! My name is PJ Harrison and I am the newly appointed Chair of the 
KSB Litter Lifter Program. My predecessor Carla Williams has a full plate of other critical KSB 
responsibilities and is handing the baton off to me.

My wife Stephanie and I moved to Sedona from Denver back in September of 2021. Stephanie 
worked at the college level as an academic dean, and I served as a high school principal. Both of 
us are retired. Like many of you we chose Sedona for its natural beauty and pristine environment. 
Shortly after arriving we met our new neighbors, Lynn Zonakis and Craig Swanson. We mentioned 
to them how clean the roads were and that was a perfect segue for Craig to talk about KSB. We 
joined KSB shortly thereafter and became members of the Litter Lifter team. Since then we have 
attended several KSB-sponsored community programs, including KBS’s 50th year anniversary 
presentation at the Sedona Heritage Museum.

Keep Sedona Beautiful genuinely cares about the cleanliness of this community and preserving that high standard for generations to 
come. My wife and I both hold that same virtue. I look forward to carrying on KSB’s Litter Lifter legacy of excellence that Carla has 
established and to meeting other team members at our November 2nd Litter Lifter Program potluck.
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Through the years, KSB Board 
Officers and Trustees left their 
own touch that shaped the 
course of the organization. 
KSB attracted honorable men 
and women who used their 
talents to create a Sedona that 
remained relatively unspoiled 
by what could have been 
massive abuse of the land 
and environment, like what 
happened in Orlando. Our 
property drew caring and loving community members who 
treated the old building as if it were their own. They offered to 
clean and make repairs, and without exception, they “loved” 
the rental room, building and property. People stopped by 
often throughout the years, including the grandchildren of the 
original owners, the Strohms. They told tales of visiting their 
grandparents, the resident mule named Ewiro, and walking 
easily down to Oak Creek.

In 2008, KSB had outgrown its single staff member and 
increased its complement to two. Soon, Wendy Heald and I 
became known as “Jandy,” the team of Jan and Wendy. How 
lucky we are to have each other, our mission, the property 
and building, many prior and current Board Officers and 
Trustees, volunteers, and KSB members. Acts of dedication 
from past hearts and minds, and the knowledge that those now 
associated with KSB will continue to attract future caring and 
environmentally conscious individuals, is why I am honored to 
be a part of this enduring organization today … 18 years later.



LITTER LIFTING IS  GOOD  F OR THE HEART A ND THE S O UL

I’m Chris Seeholzer and I am a “KSB Litter Lifter”. It sounds 
simple, and it is, but it has so much impact. (Thank you KSB 
board member, Donna Hadland, for letting me know about this 
wonderful program!) I spend about four hours a month picking 
up litter on my assigned route on beautiful Long Canyon Road.  

Litter lifting not only helps keep our community looking good, 
but it is also good for my heart (literally … it’s great exercise) 
and soul (it’s calming and relaxing). When I look at a roadside 
section that I have just tackled, I feel that I have shown respect 
for our red rocks, area wildlife, the environment, and for our community. 

Litter is more than just unsightly. It seems like a small thing to leave behind a candy wrapper or a tossed bottle, but the 
careless disposal of trash can have bigger impacts that are often not immediately apparent. Hazardous chemicals leech and 
leak from litter, polluting soil and water. These toxins hurt plants and animals. Animals in the wild tend to feed on litter like 
food wrappers and ingest them, leading to illness and even death by poisoning or an obstruction in their digestive system or 
breathing. Litter often carries germs that can fester and be carried into our homes by pets or get into our water sources. Sharp 
objects can cause injury to people and wildlife. Cigarette butts, matches, and even shards of glass can ignite fires. Litter blocks 
drainage by clogging pipes and adds to flooding. Damage control often costs money as government agencies employ people to 
clean up after these man-made issues.    

Litter lifting is an important community service. I feel appreciated when folks honk and say “thank you” as they drive by. I 
feel it is important for people to know that KSB has taken this on by organizing volunteers and assigning routes. That’s why I 
worked with KSB to have patches made for the backs of our safety vests … to provide easy identification of our lifters as they 
work. They look good and dress up our vests!  

I wear my patch proudly as I tend to my route. I want people to know that I am working with KSB. I want them to look at my 
stretch of road and see nothing but beautiful scenery. When I’m done, I feel good about what I have accomplished. It makes me 
feel useful and grateful for the beauty around me.

“Litter lifting not only helps 
keep our community looking 
good, but it is also good for 

my heart … and soul.”
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On the far left:
Newly designed patches for the 
backs of the KSB Litter Lifter 
vests let observers know about 
KSB’s role in litter lifting as a 
community service.

On the immediate left:
Chris Seeholzer on her route, 
making a difference and keeping 
Sedona beautiful.  



5

KSB NE E DS  YO U! Keep Sedona Beautiful is an all-volunteer organization. We 
rely on members of the community to offer their time and 
expertise to accomplish our goals and fulfill our mission 
to protect and sustain the scenic beauty and natural 
environment of Sedona and the Verde Valley. 

Becoming a volunteer litter lifter is one way to give back 
to the community. If you are interested in helping to 
clean up litter in our community, contact KSB at info@
keepsedonabeautiful.org.

From reading previous editions of this magazine, you 
know that we’ve become increasingly concerned about 
the proliferation of plastics and microplastics in our 
environment. Picking up plastic trash on our roadways is 
one way to attack plastic pollution. A much better way is to 
reduce their use. Check out the new microplastics page on 
this website and the microplastics article on pages 4 and 5 of 
the last magazine.

Unlike in many areas of the country and the world, Arizona businesses cannot be compelled to reduce or eliminate single-use 
plastics. Instead, we need to use the power of persuasion and peer-pressure to convince businesses to do the right thing. Some 
businesses, like our recent Awards of Excellence recipients Layla’s Bakery and Café, Sedona Beer Company and Local Juicery, 
made the decision to eliminate or significantly reduce reliance on single-use plastics. 

Each year, more individuals are choosing to bring their own bags to stores, refusing the throw-away plastic bags that litter our 
highways and foul waterways. But more education is needed to show people how easy this is to do.

If you would like to help KSB convince businesses and individuals throughout the Verde Valley to reduce their reliance on 
single-use plastics, please email us at info@keepsedonabeautiful.org, and let us know. 

Together, we CAN make a difference!

THE OHV CRISIS GE T S RE AL By DeAnna Bindley, Sedona Resident

The Sedona OHV crisis is real. As I sit at my computer to write 
this article, my thoughts immediately race to describing how 
bad it is, talking about the noise levels that destroy quality of 
life for everybody within a 2 mile radius of these motorized 
little demons, as well as talking about the dead trees or the air 
pollution from dust, or the last rollover that resulted in the 
10th helicopter transport to the nearest trauma center in the 
last year, or mentioning the fact that there are two new OHV 
delivery businesses that will drop an OHV off at the front door 
of your Air B&B or hotel anywhere in the State. I then realize 
I’d just be preaching to the choir.  

So, I shift gears and decide to go in a different direction … 
one of knowledge, action and hope. Today there are countless 
grassroots groups throughout the State of Arizona, all working 
to make a difference in the OHV crisis. We applaud each and 
every one of you!  Your efforts are being noticed at every level 
of government, from local county offices to city, state and 
national offices. Your voice is being heard … so loudly in fact 
that there was another recent TV news segment about the 
OHV crisis in Arizona. CLICK HERE to watch the Fox News 

Chanel 10 story that aired Aug. 15, 2022. Here is a big OHV 
update: there are two OHV related bills making their way 
through the Arizona legislature this year. Arizona Senator Sine 
Kerr, a rancher and dairy farmer from Buckeye, drafted two 
OHV-related bills this past legislative session. Senator Kerr’s 
first bill (SB1377) would increase the number of AZ Game 
and Fish law enforcement officers from 7 to 14 and it would 
move money around to help fund this. The bill also includes an 
education component that requires every person who applies 
for their OHV decal to take the on-line OHV safety course on 
the AZ G&F website. This bill made it through the Senate, but 
sadly got stuck in the rules committee on the House side. We 
believe this bill will be back next session with adjustments 
added to continue through the process and become law.

The second bill Senator Kerr introduced (SB1596) and ... drum 
roll please ... this bill has passed through the Senate and the 
House and has already been signed by the Governor! This bill 
creates a state-wide OHV study committee that will “meet to 
collect and study information from the public and stakeholders 
regarding OHV issues in Arizona”. This committee will 

mailto: info@keepsedonabeautiful.org
mailto: info@keepsedonabeautiful.org
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/microplastics-in-your-body/
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/KSB-Newsletter_Summer-2022.pdf
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/KSB-Newsletter_Summer-2022.pdf
https://www.laylasbakerycafesquare.com/
https://www.sedonabeerco.com/
https://www.localjuicery.com/
mailto: info@keepsedonabeautiful.org
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/unruly-off-road-travel-in-arizona-is-destroying-habitat-and-natural-landscaping


also “submit a report, by January 1st of each year about the committee’s activities and recommendations for administrative and 
legislative action to the Governor …”. Yes, you heard that right—the committee will be making legislative recommendations to 
the Governor! This is a MAJOR win!  This group will meet for two years … please don’t be upset, this is a good thing!  Just think, 
two years from now, if we do the work, we will have strong, enforceable OHV laws that will rein in this terrible OHV monster and 
protect public land, as well as our ranchers, farmers and local residents.  

Let’s talk about where you come in! Like SB1596 says, the committee will be collecting and studying information from the public. 
This means that we all have a responsibility to share any and all information we have on the OHV crisis with the committee. We do 
believe that someone from KSB will be on this committee, we are just waiting for official confirmation. Now, are you ready to do your 
part? KSB invites you to send your stories, data and information to ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org and we will pass that information 
on to the committee. Also, share this magazine with everyone you know all across our beautiful State and we can all be part of the 
process of creating new OHV laws that will protect Arizona forever.

Keep Sedona Beautiful is extremely grateful for the following 
grants that help us to fulfill our mission and keep Sedona and 
the Verde Valley beautiful.

The Arizona Community Foundation of Sedona provided 
partial funding in the amount of $3,000 for our dark sky lighting 
retrofit initiative, and the Arizona Community Foundation of 
Yavapai County provided full funding in the amount of $3,646 
for litter lifting equipment.

The City of Sedona awarded KSB a grant of $10,000 for our dark 
sky retrofit initiative.

Without generous grants like these and the support of our 
members and business sponsors, we would not be able to keep 
Sedona and the Verde Valley beautiful.

cont. from page 5

PRESERVING T HE  WOND E R Speaker  S er ies

GRATEFUL FO R GRANT S

Keep Sedona Beautiful is currently planning to have the remainder of its 2022 Speaker Series events live at the 
Pushmataha Center, 360 Brewer Rd. in Sedona. All events begin at 5:00 pm. For more information, visit  www.
keepsedonabeautiful.org.

Our upcoming events include:

• •  November 9:  November 9: Tom Ginn will discuss the role of nuclear power in our energy future, a topic that will become 
even more timely in coming years.

• •  December 7:  December 7: Dr. Jeff Hall, Director of the Lowell Observatory, will discuss "Telescopes Around (And Out Of) 
This World." Dr. Hall’s presentations are always both informative and captivating.

save the date!
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mailto: ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/
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Most people in the developed world live in areas with vast amounts 
of artificial light and have never had the privilege of seeing the Milky 
Way, shooting stars, or the faintest constellations in the sky. In the 
Verde Valley, we’re treated regularly to spectacular views of crisp, 
dark night skies. Our local dark sky community, park designations 
and ordinances are helping to protect this priceless resource, and KSB 
works to minimize light pollution that would harm our dark skies.

One of the grandest experiences we routinely have is during June-
September, when, on moonless nights, the Milky Way stretches out 
directly overhead for its brightest appearance of the year. The very 
center of our spiral galaxy is seen to the south in the constellation 
Sagittarius, which has an uncanny resemblance to a squat tea kettle 
spewing clouds of steam—in reality bright clouds of younger stars 
that cluster near the center of the galaxy. Notice also how the Milky 
Way is dissected by dark lanes—these are clouds of interstellar dust 
that block light from stars behind. A long, dark dust lane is especially 
prominent along the constellation Cygnus the Swan (also called the 
Northern Cross), which is high overhead and aligned roughly in the 
north-south direction. Check it all out when you step outside in the 
evening with a view to the south.

Get Ready for a Total Lunar Eclipse, Early Morning on November 8

We’re well-positioned in Arizona to see the second total lunar eclipse 
of 2022 after the spectacular eclipse of May 16. Sky-watchers here will 

This panorama of the central portion of the Milky Way, with Cathedral Rock in the foreground, shows captivating star clouds and dust 
lanes, many of which you can see with the naked eye or binoculars. Photo courtesy of Robert Mueller.

get to see the entire eclipse unfold. Despite taking place in 
the wee hours, it’ll be a dramatic event well worth setting 
aside time to see.

The Moon will begin to darken along its edge starting on 
November 8 at 1:00 a.m. Arizona time. Starting at 2:09 a.m., 
the Moon will enter the umbra—the deepest central portion 
of Earth’s shadow. The shadow will start to take an ever-
larger bite out of the sunlit lunar disk, and the round shape 
of Earth’s shadow will become obvious.

Finally, by 3:16 a.m., the entire Moon will be completely 
immersed in deep shadow. This is when the total eclipse 
begins and no direct sunlight can reach the Moon. The only 
source of light will be sunlit clouds and sky all along the limb 
of the Earth. These thousands of sunsets and sunrises on 
Earth will weakly light the Moon in ghostly shades of dark 
red or burnt orange. During totality, you’ll also be able to see 
dim stars and the Milky Way, which will be washed out by 
the full Moon before and after the eclipse.

The Moon starts to re-emerge from the darkest part of 
Earth’s shadow at 4:42 a.m., and the eclipse comes to an end 
at 6:58 a.m.

Wishing you clear skies!

DA RK SKIE S UP DATE:  T h e  R e a l  M i l k y  Wa y  E x p e r i e n c e



PROGRESS ON SUSTAINABLE TOURISM TACTICS

It seems plastic is everywhere these days. It’s all over our 
oceans, in marine life, in the soil, in the air we breathe, 
and now there’s evidence that it’s in our blood and our 
lungs. No huge surprise because nearly every piece of 
plastic that’s ever been generated by humans still exists 
today! Shocking, right?

Want to know more? Well, they say that knowledge is 
power: learn more about plastic and how it breaks down 
to become microplastic particles, get information on the 
main sources of microplastics in the environment and see 
how many microplastic particles a person ingests weekly, 
monthly, yearly and over their lifetime. It’s shocking, and 
it’s all on the new KSB Microplastics webpage!

What can you do to reduce the amount of microplastics 
that get into your body? KSB gives you a number of 
ideas for reduced consumption of plastic that leads to less microplastics that can cause 
harm in the body. Use the handy checklist so that you can target and purchase fewer 
items that are housed in or protected by plastic. Then, choose a few items to purchase 
differently (e.g., not housed in plastic). It takes only a few small steps to change the 
dynamic, but the dividend will be big over time.

Learn more, too, about recycling and what can be recycled. If you have to purchase 
something in plastic, at least purchase something that your local recycle center can move 
through their facility. Recycling centers can’t process many different types of plastic 
because they have no buyer. This means it’s not recyclable and will only end up in a landfill 
or in an ocean or in you. And the recycle center will have to pay a hauler to take it away.

Sad but true: most of this isn’t recyclable … 
this is nothing but careless consumption for 

convenience sake. One cup, on straw, one 
spoon, etc. times millions of tourists yearly  

and it’s easy to see how this gets out of hand.

Knowledge is power. Commit to changing  
how you purchase goods. Do it for you.  

Do it for your kids and grandkids.
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© DEREK VON BRIESEN

Keep Sedona Beautiful is proud to welcome Enchantment Resort as 
a Thunder Mountain level KSB Business Sponsor. We consider our 
business sponsors critical partners in fulfilling our mission: to protect 
and sustain the scenic beauty and natural environment of Sedona and 
the Verde Valley. 

In 2021, Enchantment Resort received KSB’s Award of Excellence for 
Trail House, which is the resort’s center for outdoor adventure offering 
guided tours, professional-grade equipment rentals, and a retail shop 
featuring premium accessories and outdoor adventure apparel. 

In addition to a sustainability program, Enchantment is committed 
to honoring and preserving this land and its heritage through a 
partnership with the National Forest Service. The Boynton Canyon 
Preservation Fund, established nearly two decades ago by Enchantment 
Resort, is dedicated to preserving Boynton Canyon and its trails. 

Enchantment guests can support and help preserve the Canyon by 
contributing to the fund at any of Enchantment’s retail outlets or by 
booking a guided experience through Trail House. A portion of the tour 
fee goes directly to the Boynton Canyon Preservation Fund. 

To learn more about Enchantment Resort and how you can help Keep 
Sedona Beautiful, please visit enchantmentresort.com. 

WELCOME ENC HANT M E NT RE SO RT: New KSB Thunder Mountain Business Sponsor
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https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/microplastics-in-your-body/
https://www.enchantmentresort.com/
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DOUBLE MY DONAT ION M ATC H ING CA MPAIGN

A STARK CHO IC E

Keep Sedona Beautiful received donations of $11,000 to be used specifically for a matching 
donation campaign. All donations received through late December 2022 will be matched 
up to $11,000 by three generous donors. We have the potential to turn $11,000 into an 
impressive $22,000 to help fund KSB's Mission. Thus, KSB is launching the Double My 
Donation Campaign immediately … to honor these donors’ wishes. Learn more and 
follow the progress on KSB’s Double My Donation page.

“ …  in facing this global crisis, we are failing to 
work together as a multilateral community. Nations 
continue to play the blame game instead of taking 
responsibility for our collective future. We cannot 

continue this way. We have a choice: collective 
action or collective suicide.”

− U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres

Speaking recently to world leaders at 
the Petersburg Climate Dialog, United 
Nations Secretary General António 
Guterres stated, “Half of humanity is in 
the danger zone from floods, droughts, 
extreme storms, and wildfires. No nation 
is immune. Yet we continue to feed our 
fossil fuel addiction. What troubles 
me most is that, in facing this global 
crisis, we are failing to work together 
as a multilateral community. Nations 
continue to play the blame game instead 
of taking responsibility for our collective 
future. We cannot continue this way. We 

have a choice: collective action or collective suicide. It is in our hands,” 
Guterres said.

His remarks drive home a critical point: all nations and all people 
need to act now in order to reign in climate change. 

Obviously, actions by governments and enlightened corporations 
will have the most impact: phasing out use of fossil fuels, providing 
fare-free public transportation and encouraging and incenting 
regenerative farming are just a few of the major steps that need to  
be taken.

A new study by Stanford University concludes that the investments 
the world makes in switching to 100% renewable energy will 
pay back in just 6 years. Even if that study is off by 50%, that’s an 
incredible ROI and should motivate everyone to act.

You can play a key role in this transition by supporting candidates 
for public office who take the climate crisis seriously and who pledge 
to invest in a carbon-neutral future. And, you can continue to put 
pressure on politicians and companies that pretend we can just wish 
away the problem.

If you have the resources:

1.  Invest in a solar array. Even if that installation does 
not eliminate your electric bills, you may be able to 
send enough extra electricity back into the grid to be 
net-neutral at your home

2.  Adjust your thermostat to save energy

3.  Buy a smaller car or an EV that’s not a “gas guzzler” 
or, better yet, carpool to events

4.  Reduce your consumption of red meat

5.  When shopping, use your own tote bags

Whatever way you choose to contribute to the needed 
collective action, do it now. No act is too small. Don’t wait 
for tomorrow. As lawyers say, “Time is of the essence.”

© DEREK VON BRIESEN

https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/double-donation/
https://mymodernmet.com/100-renewable-energy/


My dog, Scout, and I love to hike in Flagstaff in the summer. 
Yes, it’s a little cooler there, but there are different things to 
see … things that you don’t really see when hiking in the Red 
Rocks. We love the different landscape that’s the Coconino 
National Forest.

This summer, the monsoons have brought us lots of showy 
wildflowers to appreciate and photograph. The Griffith Spring 
trail just beyond the top of the Canyon is a great trail … a 
short hike with lots of dividends. The loop trail is just a mile, 
so it’s an easy hike … short, sweet, and showy. An added 
benefit for your favorite canine is the many different smells 
that are bound to keep that dog nose happy and busy.
I would never know these beauties by name if not for the built-
in iPhone feature that allows you to look up a plant. Look to the 
bottom of the screen … the “I” in the circle with a star off center … 
this capability, when activated, gives you the info you seek and help 
needed to identify different plants, etc.

All Trails app … 
a must have

Plant identifier on iPhone …  
a must have

Potentilla Heliomeris multiflora

(Member of the 
sunflower family)

Purple cluster 
geranium

Golden columbine

Member of the aster 
family

Scout in all her glory … queen of the forest

Crimson columbine

HIKING AMID M ONSOON DRIVEN W ILDFLO WERS  IN FLAGSTAFF
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Here’s what we saw on a recent hike:



In our last magazine, we featured enlightened legislation that is 
aimed at solving some of the most challenging problems we face 
on the planet. That activity continues around the globe, signaling 
a growing awareness that governments must take positive steps – 
NOW.

• California has passed sweeping legislation to reduce single-use 
plastic. (learn more)

• Canada has announced that a ban on checkout bags, ring 
carriers for cans and bottles, stir sticks, utensils, takeout 
containers, and straws will be implemented. (learn more) 

• The Interior Department will phase out single-use plastics at national parks. (learn more)

Overtourism is impacting cities and towns worldwide, not just Sedona. This article discusses steps being taken in Barcelona and 
some areas of France, and this article highlights limits being placed on the number of visitors to Venice.

Lastly, Vertical Farming is coming into its own as more companies are realizing its economic potential and sustainability. Vertical 
Farming uses up to 95% less water than traditional farming. And when coupled with solar, it can be carbon-neutral.

• The largest vertical farm in production is in Dubai. (learn more)

• A huge vertical farm is being built in the UK. (learn more)

Good News
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FARE-FREE P UBLIC  T RANSP ORT:  A n Idea  W hos e Time H a s  Come

In the Verde Valley, we all experience heavy traffic and long 
commute times during our ever-expanding tourist season and 
at certain times of the day. 

Earlier this year, the City of Sedona began operating the 
Sedona Shuttle, a fare-free public transit system aimed at 
reducing the number of vehicles on the road and relieving 
congestion at trailhead parking lots. Plans are underway to 

expand the service to include more trailheads over time.

Fare-free public transit is a first step toward a solution to traffic 
issues that Sedona and other cities have taken or are beginning to 
explore. It’s not a new idea, but it is one whose time has come.

Commerce, California implemented its fare-free public transit 
system 60 years ago, in 1962. Park City, Utah buses have been 
fare-free since 1976. More than 40 U.S. cities offer fare-free rides 
for all or part of their transit system, and many cities around the 
world are offering similar services as well. You can view a list of 
world-wide, fare-free public transit systems on this webpage.

On January 3, 2020 Luxembourg became the first country in the 
world to offer nationwide, free public transport on any national 
bus, train or tram. Germany recently introduced a heavily 
discounted monthly transportation pass, allowing people there 
to ride regional public transport for about $10 per month during 
June, July and August.

Fare-free public transit of course has a cost, just like our interstate 
highway system has a cost. Decades ago we chose to share the cost 
of our roads and highways because the benefits of such a system 
are so great. 

It’s time we give serious consideration to making public 
transportation in the Verde Valley fare-free.

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/jun/30/california-single-use-plastic-reduce-law-gavin-newsom
https://www.theplanetarypress.com/2022/06/canada-plastics-ban/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/interior-department-to-phase-out-single-use-plastics-at-national-parks
https://www.travelawaits.com/2783907/barcelona-limiting-group-tours-france-limiting-tourists-in-areas/
https://www.euronews.com/2022/01/06/italy-to-limit-the-number-of-tourists-in-venice-to-discourage-day-trippers
https://verticalfarmingplanet.com/vertical-farming-technology-how-does-it-work/
https://www.fastcompany.com/90769765/dubai-now-has-the-largest-vertical-farm-in-the-world?partner=rss&utm_source=rss&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=rss+fastcompany&utm_content=rss
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/06/09/world-s-largest-vertical-farm-is-being-built-in-the-uk-and-it-s-the-size-of-96-tennis-cour?utm_source=flipboard.com&utm_campaign=feeds_all_green_themes&utm_medium=referral
https://sedonashuttle.com/how-to-ride/
https://freepublictransport.info/city/
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/28/1108387110/germany-aims-to-offset-living-costs-and-gas-demand-with-discounted-public-transp
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/28/1108387110/germany-aims-to-offset-living-costs-and-gas-demand-with-discounted-public-transp
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INVITATION TO OUR MEMBERS:
If You Care About the Beautiful Nature that Surrounds Sedona, THEN IT’S YOU WE ARE LOOKING FOR!

Put your special volunteer talents to work for the greater good of Preserving the Wonder! 
www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org or call KSB at 928-282-4938

K E E P  S E D O N A  B E A U T I F U L
360 BREWER ROAD, SEDONA, AZ 86336

NAME(S): 

MAILING ADDRESS:

PHONE: EMAIL:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

JOIN/RENEW
Keep Sedona Beautiful
Environmental Stewards Since 1972

Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization.

Contributions are tax deductible within the limits of the law.

To donate to KSB, or become a member, click here, or print this page and mail it, 
along with a check for your membership dues to:

$500
$1000
$2500
$5000

(__) Individual 
(__) Family
(__) Promoter
(__) Conserver

$35
$50

$100
$250

(__) Protector 
(__) Preserver
(__) Steward
(__) Sustainer

(KSB is an environmental organization.  To conserve paper, ink and other natural resources, and to 
reduce our carbon footprint, we communicate electronically whenever possible.)

Keep Sedona Beautiful
360 Brewer Road 
Sedona, AZ 86336-6012

_____ I prefer to remain anonymous in public membership lists
_____ I am interested in volunteering. Please contact me.
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Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc.

Craig  Swanson, President
Carla Williams, Evecutive Vice President
Jo Anne Van Derveer, Secretary
Abbie Denton, Treasurer

Peggy Chaikin
Steve Estes
Kali Gajewski
Donna Hadland
Rob Harrison

Mark Lawler
Tom Marlow
Bob Rothrock
Marshall Whitmire
Lynn Zonakis

2022  BOARD OF OFFICERS

2022 TRUSTEES

Office Manager: Jan Wind

Executive Assistant: Wendy Heald

© DEREK VON BRIESEN

http://www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org
https://keepsedonabeautiful.org/donations/

