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Join KSB and help us protect the 
environment of Sedona and the 
Verde Valley through our programs 

and initiatives.

In Sedona,
the Environment
...IS…the Economy.

Keep Sedona Beautiful's mission is 
to  protect and sustain the scenic 
beauty and natural environment of 
Sedona and the Verde Valley.
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Celebrating Our First 50 Years

PRESIDE NT ’S M E SSAGE:
While preparing to 
celebrate our 50th 
anniversary last year, 
the Board of Trustees of 
Keep Sedona Beautiful 
recognized the need 

to update our mission statement. It was 
awkwardly written and didn’t accurately 
reflect the full scope of  
our activities.

Our previous mission statement was “Keep 
Sedona Beautiful, Inc., acting through the 
stewardship of its members and volunteers, is 
committed to protect and sustain the unique 
scenic beauty and natural environment of the 
Greater Sedona area.”

We updated it to read that our mission is 
“To protect and sustain the scenic beauty and 
natural environment of Sedona and the  
Verde Valley.”

Our reason for existing remains exactly the 
same – to protect and sustain.

But Sedona is not an island. From our 
founding, KSB has worked to protect and 
sustain the entire Verde Valley. We’ve 
understood that Oak Creek is but one part of 
the Verde River watershed that also includes 
Spring Creek and a host of other tributaries. 
Our dark skies are a common resource that 
are dark only because we all protect them. 
We enjoy open spaces and expansive vistas 
because municipalities throughout the Verde 
Valley share a commitment to preserve them. 

It’s because of these common interests that 
we chose to recognize that our work has, for 
decades, encompassed “Sedona and the  
Verde Valley.”

We also understand that our communities 
each have their own unique character and 
that the priorities of one may not match the 
priorities of another. We’re a diverse set of 
communities: Beaver Creek, Camp Verde, 
Clarkdale, Cornville, Cottonwood, Jerome, 
Lake Montezuma, McGuireville, Rimrock, 
Sedona, the Village of Oak Creek and 
unincorporated Yavapai County.

Keep Sedona Beautiful strives to collaborate 
throughout the Verde Valley on issues of 
mutual concern and interest. 

Regardless of the differences we may 
encounter, I hope we can all agree with what 
Shondra Jepperson stated so beautifully in her 
song “We are the Guardians”:

This must be paradise 
Such heavenly land 

It’s a privilege to be here 
We must always take a stand 

To keep the forest and trail sites 
And the water pristine 
We are the guardians 

Of the red rock and the green.

Preserving the Wonder

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYG0EpcwwIU
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CAMP VERDE,  PAST AND P RE SENT

The history of the Camp Verde area dates back to prehistoric times. There is 
evidence that Paleo-Indians associated with the Clovis culture inhabited the Verde 
Valley approximately 12,000 years ago. After the demise of this Clovis culture, 
“Archaic” hunter-gatherers occupied the area for thousands of years. Then, around 
650 A.D, the Sigagua people settled here. The Sinagua were known for their skilled 
farming techniques. The Sinagua also built elaborate cliff dwellings and pueblos, 
many of which still stand today, and they left behind an extensive collection of rock 
art, pottery, and other artifacts. The Sinagua abandoned the area by 1400 A.D., but 
some may have assimilated into the Yavapai and/or Apache who thrived in the 
Verde Valley by or before 1400 A.D.

Spanish explorers first arrived in the Camp Verde area of Arizona in the late 16th century. The area was first visited by the Spanish explorer 
Antonio de Espejo in 1582, and later by Jesuit missionaries in the 17th century. In the mid-19th century, the United States acquired the 
territory after the Mexican-American War. As a result, a number of settlements were established in the area.

The Camp Lincoln military post was established in 1865. In 1871, the post was renamed Fort Verde and became the headquarters of the 5th 
U.S. Cavalry Regiment. During this time, the fort played a pivotal role in the Indian Wars; this was the site of several battles and skirmishes. 
These hostilities ended in 1872 when General Crook forcibly removed the remaining Yavapai and Apache. The current Yavapai-Apache 
Nation was created by the U.S. government in 1934 to establish a single tribe that actually consists of two distinct peoples: the Yavapai, who 
refer to themselves as Wipuhk'a'bah and speak the Yuman language; and the Apache, who refer to themselves as Dil'zhe'e and speak the 
Athabaskan language. The Indigenous people of the region continue to maintain their cultural traditions and resist erasure of their history 
and heritage.

In the early 20th century, Camp Verde became a center for agriculture and ranching. In the 1920s and 1930s, it became a popular tourist 
destination, thanks to its scenic beauty and mild climate. Visitors came to the area to enjoy hiking, fishing, and camping, and several resorts 
and lodges were built to accommodate them.

Today, Camp Verde is a thriving community with a rich history and a vibrant culture. The town is home to several museums and historical 
sites, including Fort Verde State Historic Park, the Camp Verde Historical Society Museum and the Verde Valley Archeology Center. The 
very important Sinagua sites of Montezuma Castle, Montezuma Well and the V-Bar-V Heritage Site are nearby.

The town, incorporated in 1986, has established a number of parks and open spaces, including the 110-acre sports complex, which has 
baseball fields, a skate park, and a walking path. The town also hosts portions of the Verde River Greenway, a riparian corridor that provides 
important habitat for wildlife and offers residents a chance to explore the river's natural beauty. In addition, the town is working to promote 
sustainable practices, such as water conservation and waste reduction, to minimize its impact on the environment.

Perhaps the most important feature of the Camp Verde environment is the Verde River. The river is a major source of water for the region, 
and it is an important habitat for a wide range of plant and animal species. In fact, Camp Verde has been designated an Important Birding 
Area. In 2016, the Town of Camp Verde approved the Verde River Recreation Master Plan and in 2020 they approved their Urban Upland 
Trail Plan. 

The town of Camp Verde, with a current population of slightly over 12,000, is committed to preserving and protecting its natural 
environment. The vision of Camp Verde, as expressed in its 2016 General Plan is: 

Keep Sedona Beautiful looks forward to collaborating with the Town of Camp Verde as it works to realize this vision.

The Town of Camp Verde will maintain its rural, friendly, historic atmosphere, and natural scenic beauty while offering 
local shopping, employment, and diverse housing opportunities. We embrace the existing business community, welcome new 
businesses, and encourage appropriate development that is well balanced in its respect for our natural environment and culture. 
Natural resources will be a priority to preserve, including the Verde River, tributaries, and open space areas. Commercial, 
residential, and industrial areas will be neat and visually appealing so as to enhance existing and future neighborhoods, our 
cultural heritage, and the natural beauty of the mountain vista setting that is Camp Verde. The clear blue sky by day and the 
dark sky by night, sprinkled with stars, will lift the spirits of generations of the people yet to come.

https://truewestmagazine.com/article/arizonas-yavapai-apache-war/
https://yavapai-apache.org/
https://yavapai-apache.org/
https://azstateparks.com/fort-verde
https://www.campverde.az.gov/our-community/history/historical-society
https://www.verdevalleyarchaeology.org/
https://www.nps.gov/moca/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/moca/planyourvisit/exploring-montezuma-well.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/coconino/recarea/?recid=55424
https://azstateparks.com/verde-river
https://aziba.org/?page_id=2710
https://aziba.org/?page_id=2710
https://www.campverde.az.gov/departments/economic-development/river-recreation-master-plan
https://www.campverde.az.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/30/638005663542270000
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MEET THE NEW KSB BOARD M EMBERS

DeAnna Bindley is a real-life Arizona native with a deep love for the people and the land. She spent the last 25 
years in home sales and cares deeply for her clients and the property rights that come with home ownership. 

In 2019, DeAnna and her husband Mark bought two acres of land west of Sedona in an amazing rural area called 
Bear Mountain. Less than six months later, COVID hit, which brought massive amounts of additional OHV 
traffic to the forest, causing substantial environmental damage and elimination of a good quality of life for local 
residents. This disruption in everyday living for DeAnna and her neighbors sparked a mission to bring reasonable 
management to the OHV crisis that has spread throughout Arizona and the entire country. 

DeAnna is passionate about bringing change and solutions to the OHV issues so many are experiencing. She 
currently works at every level of government … city, county, state and federal … to bring about a management 
plan that everyone can live with. Such a plan would ensure good quality of life for residents affected by OHVs. 
That plan would also stop all environmental damage and prevent further damage to a fragile land that deserves 
our protection … for now and  the future.

Hollace Davids spent more than 20 years at Universal Pictures as Senior Vice President of Special Projects in 
the Feature Marketing Department. As such, she was responsible for planning and implementing all domestic 
Universal motion picture premieres. She also worked on Academy Awards and other awards campaigns. Hollis 
got her start in the movie business at the Los Angeles International Film Festival and then worked in publicity 
at Columbia Pictures/TriStar Pictures for 10+ years. Since 2018, Hollis has run her own consultancy, the Hollace 
Davids Company, where she has worked on numerous awards campaigns, publicity and marketing projects, and 
she also works with various nonprofit organizations. 

Hollis is a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and the Producers Guild of America. She 
served as President of Women in Film from 1999-2002. In 2000, she was honored with the Jim Yeager Award for 
Public Service from the Publicists Guild.  

Since making Sedona her primary residence in 2021, Hollis serves on the Board of The Sedona Women and is also 
on the Board as Secretary of GreenLight Women, a nonprofit whose mission is to address the needs of women 
over 40 in media. 

Hollis has long been an advocate of stewarding the environment and believes it is everyone’s responsibility, 
collectively, to leave the planet in the best condition possible to support life for a vibrant future. The work that 
KSB does and the organization’s mission just resonate with her. 

In their spare time, Hollis and her husband Paul have written a series of popular novels and produced a number 
of independent films on a variety of topics, all of which are available on Amazon Prime.

cont. on page 4

Keep Sedona Beautiful has had 
hundreds of members each year for 50 
years. We recently asked our renewing 
members how they first heard of KSB. 
Here’s what they said:

“My wife and I met with staff at your 
office. Thanks to KSB for the assistance 
they provided in Under Canvas 
deciding to walk away.”

How did you first hear about Keep 
Sedona Beautiful?  
Email ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org

HOW HAVE RENEWING 
MEMBERS HEARD OF KSB?

mailto: ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org
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Robert Adams was born and raised on a ranch in south central New Mexico. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Colorado State University and went on to pursue a career in business. Rob has owned seven different 
businesses in New Mexico, Colorado and Arizona.  

Rob and his wife, Christine, moved to Cornville in 1995 after selling their Arabian horse ranch in Scottsdale. 
Between 1995 and 2002, Rob served on the Boards of the Boys and Girls Club, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, the 
Cottonwood Senior Center, and the Verde Rural Fire Department. He also served as the President of the Cornville 
Community Association. In 2002, Rob was honored as the Yavapai County Philanthropist of the Year.

The Adams’ moved to Sedona in 2003, and Rob was appointed to the City Council in 2006. He was then elected as 
Mayor and served three terms.

Rob enjoys world travel, skiing, motorcycle touring, scuba diving, hiking, flying airplanes and investing in real 
estate. The Adams’ have one son and two grandchildren.

Suzanne Castner  grew up in New England, primarily the Boston area and graduated with a B.S. Degree in 
Retail & Marketing from University of Bridgeport, Connecticut. She spent her entire career in sales and client 
development, running her own business for 14 years as a client development consultant for various companies 
in Boston. Suzanne has also lived in San Francisco and Laguna Beach, CA, and she spent time in the Washington 
D.C. area. 

After numerous trips over the past five years, in early 2021, Sedona became the area Suzanne and her husband 
Joe decided to move to. Being avid hikers and passionate for the outdoors, the serenity and beauty of this magical 
place kept calling.

Suzanne and Joe travel extensively to visit family in all four corners of the U.S., plus international travel when 
able. However, they especially love doing road trips, which have taken them to all but three states and 35  
National Parks.

John Black would describe himself as just an ordinary guy who has spent more than 65 years hiking and 
camping in the deserts and forests all over the State of Arizona. This time includes three rim-to-rim hikes 
and one rafting trip through the Grand Canyon. John retired in 2014 and moved to Sedona, where he 
spends his time doing his best to ensure that all children and grandchildren will continue to enjoy the 
spectacular natural wonders that the State of Arizona offers. 

Kevin Cook was born and raised in Seattle, WA and enjoyed the natural outdoor beauty of the Northwest, 
where he spent many years hiking, sailing, climbing and swimming. He received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Science from Washington State University, with teaching credentials from Western  
Washington University.  

After working in agriculture, the Alaskan Seafood Industry, as a software code writer and a systems 
engineer in the technology sector, he retired and moved with his wife, Robin, to Sedona to enjoy the 
natural beauty of the area. They enjoy hiking and exploring the Southwest, as well as the people and 
community of Sedona. They are delighted to be here, but they still do miss the trees, the Puget Sound, and 
the lakes and mountains in Washington.

Kevin is a member of Friends of the Forest, he volunteers as a docent at the Palatki Heritage site and also 
volunteers at the Chavez Ranch garden. Both Kevin and Robin are members of the League of Women 
Voters of Northern Arizona.

With so much to treasure here, Kevin wants to do his part to keep Sedona beautiful!

PJ Harrison grew up in the Midwest and received his B.S. degree from Adrian College and an M. Ed. in 
counseling from Bowling Green State University. He left the Midwest in his late twenties and landed a high 
school counseling position in a suburban school district just outside Denver. Seven years later he and his 
wife moved back to the Washington D.C. area to be closer to her family.  PJ took a position as Guidance/
Counseling Director at Woodbridge High School in Prince William County. While in Virginia, he earned a 
master’s degree in administrative leadership.

After spending six years in a very heavily populated D.C. area, with little sunshine, they realized they 
missed the west. So, they headed back to Colorado where he became principal of a high school in Jefferson 
County Public Schools, a very large school district just outside Denver. After retirement they looked for 
an area that offered milder winter temperatures, sunshine, clean air, outdoor activities and a place to call 
home. Sedona fit that criteria; they currently enjoy this place like no other.  

cont. from page 3



Are dust and noise topics of conversation at your dinner table? They should be. Arizona is a hot, dry state, and dust causes more 
problems than you think. It’s a significant form of air pollution. In addition, noise pollution impacts the quality of life in a different 
but very significant way. This article will discuss the urgent need to control dust. In our next issue of this magazine, we’ll address 
noise pollution.

There are two basic types of particulate air pollution, PM2.5 and PM10. This article will focus on PM10 because it includes dust. 
PM10 includes particles that have a diameter of 10 micrometers (0.01 mm) or smaller, and it makes up the largest portion of PM10 
air pollution in Arizona. 

According to the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ), the largest contributors to dust include unpaved roads, 
paved roads and construction, with unpaved and paved roads making up a whopping 38%. Whether you live in the city or a rural 
area, dust is all around you … silently doing its damage. That tan-colored haze you see some days – most of that is dust, and it’s 
affecting you, whether you know it or not.  

What does PM10 dust look like? Well, picture one of those massive walls of dust (haboobs) that blows into Phoenix every once in a 
while. That’s PM10 dust, and it’s very unhealthy. How unhealthy? PM10 at abnormal levels can cause medical conditions like asthma 
attacks, bronchitis, high blood pressure, heart attack, stroke, and it can exacerbate lung cancer or even cause premature death. We 
hope you’re realizing that dust is a significant problem that we need to address. 

Since both paved roads and dirt roads are the biggest contributors to the state-wide dust problem, this article will focus on that. 
It’s a significant part of our current OHV crisis. As more and more Arizona residents and tourists take to the roads on OHVs, the 
problem only gets worse.  

25

THE DUST-UP SURROUND ING OH VS

cont. on page 6

https://abc7ny.com/haboob-what-is-vs-dust-storm-haboom/5334965/


Currently Maricopa and Pinal counties are “nonattainment 
areas”, which means they don’t meet the national ambient 
air quality standards according to the Clean Air Act. To 
determine if an area meets air quality standards, there must 
be physical monitoring devices to determine compliance 
or noncompliance. Neither Yavapai nor Coconino counties 
have those monitors. 

But that’s about to change. After countless complaints, 
videos and documentation of the dust problem, ADEQ will 
be placing dust monitors, briefly, in our overused, dry, dusty 
areas that are being overrun by OHVs. Now we’re  
getting somewhere!

Dust matters for two major reasons. First, every Arizona 
resident deserves to breathe clean air. Second, we know for 
a fact that dust damages and kills trees and vegetation. It 
has been documented that dust, especially from dirt roads, 
can be so prolific that it covers roadside trees blocking 
photosynthesis and killing vegetation. Currently, west of 
Sedona, we have thousands of native juniper trees that are 
either dead or dying. Natural grasses are dying. Bushes 
are dying. All from dust, especially from speeding and 
aggressive OHVs as they scream down dirt roads looking 
for thrills. What can you do? Continue to fight for clear 
air. Continue to barrage ADEQ and the Forest Service 
with complaints about dust. Continue to attend meetings 
where solutions are discussed.  One candidate solution 
is a an enforceable speed limit that would reduce dust 
significantly. Driving at 15 MPH raises almost no dust. 
However, limiting the number of vehicles and teaching 
people about the responsible/respectful use of these vehicles 
may be the most effective way to protect our environment. 

cont. from page 5
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A SOCIAL ME D IA CAM PAIGN F OR KEEP S EDO NA BEAU TIFU L  
by Micheline Welch

It’s impossible to visit Sedona and all of the treasures of the Verde Valley and not be 
awestruck—the energy, the vistas, the history, the sunrises and sunsets. A pivotal visit to 
the great state of Arizona in 2006 forever changed my life and my view of our connection to 
the land we live on. I’ve made regular visits in the years since and have witnessed significant 
changes to the town and surrounding area as what used to be a “hidden gem” became a well-
known draw for visitors from all over the world.

During my last visit in June 2022, my husband and I brought our three children to introduce 
them to this special place. As we returned from a tour with a reputable Jeep company, I 
couldn’t help but notice the presence of OHVs and saw the dust and issues with erratic 
driving with my own eyes. The significant traffic and overwhelming number of people on all 
the trails and state parks took me quite by surprise. I began to wonder if Sedona would be 
able to survive the sheer number of people coming to town now. I picked up a Keep Sedona 
Beautiful pamphlet in town and their mission to protect and advocate for Sedona and the 

Verde Valley resonated with me. As a former professional working in marketing and brand development, I decided to reach out 
and volunteer to help grow KSB’s social media content and reach. 

Social media, when used thoughtfully and properly, can be an incredibly beneficial communication and marketing vehicle for a 
nonprofit and dramatically increase its impact beyond the traditional local audiences. Using creative content, compelling images 
and videos, partnered with the right messaging and “hashtags” (a way to index and search for topics on social media), KSB can 
reach very specific populations of people to very broad ranges of people in the hundreds of thousands and beyond. With the right 
approach, KSB’s education and advocacy efforts can be moved into a new space and reach new audiences to help protect and 
preserve the beautiful environment that we’ve all fallen in love with, fundraise, and generate a response to calls-to-action.  

I began working with the amazing team at KSB in September 2022 and while we are still in the very early stages of developing a 
social media plan, our earliest efforts have had promising results and have opened conversations about how best to leverage these 
channels and imagine new ways to share KSB’s efforts. Social media takes daily attention in various ways and our goal is to create 
a process and plan for the future that can be managed and maintained by volunteers. Please take a moment to follow us, like, 
comment on and share posts on both Facebook (www.facebook.com/keepsedonabeautiful and Instagram (www.instagram.com/
keepsedonabeautiful) and join us in this new expansion of KSB’s reach!
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PRESERVING T HE  WOND E R Speaker  S er ies

All programs are held at Keep Sedona Beautiful, 360 Brewer Rd, Sedona.  Events 
begin at 5:00 p.m. and conclude at 6:15 p.m.

April 12, 2023: Tom O’Halleran, Past President of KSB and three-term 
U.S. Representative from Arizona’s 1st congressional district will share his 
perspective on the environmental challenges we face.

May 10, 2023: Jason Coil, Assistant Chief Sedona Fire Department, will discuss 
fire preparedness measures we can all take to be ready for the upcoming fire 
season. Jason will also share his photography from natural events, including 
fire, and his wanderings in slot canyons and other natural environments.

June – August is our summer break.  

We will resume the Preserving the Wonder Speaker Series on  
September 20, 2023.

save the date!

“I was referred by a 
wonderful friend.”

How did you first hear about  
Keep Sedona Beautiful?  

Email  
ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org

HOW HAVE  
RENEWING MEMBERS 

HEARD OF KSB?

https://www.instagram.com/keepsedonabeautiful/
https://www.instagram.com/keepsedonabeautiful/
mailto: ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org
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THE SINGLE USE  P LAST IC S 

Headed northbound from Phoenix on I-17, there is a large billboard that reads: 
“Plastic Recycling is a Myth.” Immediate curiosity likely ensues: Who sponsored 
that billboard? Is it just for shock value or is it truthful and educational?

This claim is in fact supported by Green Peace and others who present some 
compelling arguments:

• “Circular Claims Fall Flat Again” This study found that of 51 million tons 
of plastic waste generated by U.S. households in 2021, only 2.4 million tons 
were recycled, which comes out to be around five percent of plastic waste.

• In 2014, recycling of plastics peaked to ten percent. Since then, the trend 
has been decreasing, especially since China stopped accepting the West's 
plastic waste in 2018.

• "Industry groups and big corporations have been pushing for recycling as a 
solution," said Greenpeace U.S. campaigner Lisa Ramsden. 

Unfortunately, production of items that use non-recyclable plastic is rapidly 
rising as the petrochemical industry expands, which lowers production costs to  
food packagers.

NOAA (the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) found that 
in 2012, as reported by EnvirnomentalAction.org, “Each year, approximately 8 
million metric tons of plastic waste make their way into the world’s oceans”. It’s 
difficult to visualize how much 8 million metric tons really is. A little quick math 
helps to put this into perspective: that is 17 trillion, 640 million pounds. Well, if 
that doesn’t help much, picture a line of semi-trailers, bumper to bumper, from 
Phoenix to the Nation’s Capital … all loaded up with plastic waste and ready to 
dump it into the oceans. 

Readers might ask: “What’s my role in all this?” Many of us sort and clean our 
plastics and take them to the recycling center. But a visit to Sedona Recycles and 
a conversation with Tam Arrington, the Operations Director, is an eye opener. 
She highlights that not all plastic can be recycled. What can’t be recycled (or 
what Sedona Recycles doesn’t have a buyer for) has to be hauled off to a landfill 
… at Sedona Recycles’ expense! Market prices for plastic recycling vary and 
don’t cover operational expenses. The City of Sedona’s current annual support 
for Sedona Recycles, Inc. is $202,000. This is, at best, a break-even financial 
support level. 

What can’t be recycled that is commonly found in the recycle dumpsters that 

Sedona Recycles services? 

• Clamshell containers of all sorts

• Egg cartons

• Bakery goods packaging

Even though these plastics may contain a #1 or 
2 on them, they are currently non-recyclable. 
Sedona Recycles has to manually separate them 
from the #1 and #2 bottles and send them to a 
landfill. Current operational expenses for waste 
disposal at Sedona Recycles approaches $8,000 per 
year. Take the Sedona Recycles Quiz to see what 
you can recycle.

So, back to what can residents and tourists do. 
Exercise the power of choice as a consumer. Start 
today. Take these small steps, but the keyword is: 
START! Here’s what you can do … today:

In Grocery Stores

In Restaurants

•  Look for ways to avoid #1 and # 2 plastic containers. 
•  Buy your eggs in paper product packaging, unpackaged lettuce, and frozen berries rather 

than the clam shell packed berries. 
•  Bring your own reusable grocery bags. Return your plastic bags to the store where possible.

• Encourage your favorite eatery to abandon plastic straw use, to use paper to go containers or 
bring your own reusable container if you plan to bring home food. Plastic (and styrofoam) 
cups, straws, utensils and plates are all part of the problem what’s typically used to package 
takeout and leftovers.

• Unfortunately, those ever popular styrofoam clamshells are half the cost of recyclable paper 
and are completely non-recyclable, thereby adding to the problem. 

cont. on page 9

https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/reports/circular-claims-fall-flat-again/
https://visitsedona.com/sustainable-tourism-plan/sedona-recycling-guide/sedona-recycling-quiz/


At Organizations

In Your 
Community

• Encourage your organizations to eliminate the use of single use plastics. 
• When ordering food for an event, purchase from vendors that use “responsible” containers. 

Or, supply your own reusable plates, utensils and cups. 
• Follow the City of Sedona’s example: the City has purchased washable wares for their events. 

• Ask your Chamber of Commerce to promote plastic use reduction campaigns and launch 
ways for tourists to be engaged in “plastic consciousness”. 

• Encourage your elected officials to enact legislation to help curb single-use plastics 
consumption. Bottle deposits? Plastic bag bans? 

cont. from page 8

Every effort to reduce overall plastic consumption helps! If readers have innovative approaches to reducing overall plastic consumption, 
please feel free to share them at: info@keepsedonabeautiful.org. Keep Sedona Beautiful welcomes your ideas and applauds your efforts!

B o t t o m l i n e :  B A N  T H E  P U R C H A S E  A N D  C O N S U M P T I O N  O F  A N Y T H I N G  I N  A  S N A C K  PA C K !

Greg and Becky Griffin began visiting the Sedona area in 1993. Living in Southern 
California made for an easy road trip once a year, or sometimes twice if they could 
manage it. Both worked for San Bernardino County in California. Greg started as a 
firefighter and worked his way up through the ranks, retiring as a captain in 2012. 
Becky worked for California’s Welfare to Work program for many years, and then 
finished her career working for the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors. She was fortunate 
to be able to retire on the same day as Greg.

Every time they visited Sedona, the Griffins thought about how wonderful it would be 
to actually live there. They finally decided to make that happen by purchasing property 
in the Village of Oak Creek in 2004. Knowing that retirement was on the horizon, they 
had their home built in 2011 and made the permanent move to the VOC in May of 
2012. They have never regretted that move. They keep very busy in retirement doing 
what they want to do! That includes travel, membership in various clubs, gardening, 
golf, photography, hiking, and lots of volunteer work.

One of the things that always amazed them about the area was how clean it seemed. 

MEET KSB LIT T E R LIF T E RS GREG &  BECKY GRIFFIN

Little did they know at the time why that was so! Some years after moving to the Village, they found out about Keep Sedona Beautiful and 
the litter lifter program. As they say, the rest is history and the Griffins have happily been cleaning up a section of Route 179 ever since.  
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“I first heard about KSB from my husband. I have been 
wanting to join for a while and finally did after getting your 
brochures at Verde River Grower Days last September. I 
have been an environmentalist my whole life.  Reduce Reuse 
Recycle. I would like to be active with KSB ... I will contact 
your volunteer coordinator and see how I might help. Thank 
you so much for the good work you do safeguarding the 
beautiful home we call Sedona and planet Earth.”

How did you first hear about Keep Sedona Beautiful?  
Email ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org

HOW HAVE RENEWING MEMBERS 
HEARD OF KSB?

mailto: info@keepsedonabeautiful.org
mailto: ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org
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How long have you been volunteering for KSB?

Nancy: I have been volunteering since late 2015, when I joined the SOAR committee to try and get 
some federal protection from future land trades and over-development. Our group later went on to 
hold a Northern AZ Environmental Conference in 2019. 

In what capacity do you contribute?

Nancy: Dave and I set up for the KSB Speaker Series; we’ve been doing this since 2016. Currently we 
make sure the room is set up with chairs and snacks and ready for the speakers. After the presentation, 
we then take everything down, leaving the room as we found it.

How did you come to volunteer for KSB?

Nancy: Dave and I first came to hear a speaker at the speaker series and then started talking with 
Birgit Lowenstein about protecting the surrounding, undeveloped land area. We wanted to be involved 
… the rest is history!

CONVERSATION WIT H KSB Vo l unteer s Dave and Nancy Maple

Why do you do what you do for KSB? 

Nancy: As soon as I went on my first hike here, I had an overwhelming feeling of the need to protect this magical place from overdevelopment/overuse, etc. It 
was a powerful moment—and it just hit me out of the blue … it felt very urgent. I immediately started looking for organizations and like-minded groups and 
there was KSB! With such a rich history of successful accomplishments, I am proud to be a part of this great group of folks.

Dave: I can’t fix the planet, but it makes me feel good to be supportive of a good organization that is making a positive difference in our little corner of Arizona. 

What have you learned from contributing as you do?

Nancy: We’ve learned that the majority of residents in Sedona and the surrounding area feel just like we do about the need to protect this special place. We are 
continually amazed at the great pool of experience, talent, and willingness to help that exists in Sedona. KSB is the perfect organization to give Sedona residents 
an opportunity to effect positive difference.   

What would you like to say to people who might consider volunteering?

Nancy: This is a fun group of people! And KSB has so many ways that you can offer to help. Regardless of your passion, there is a volunteer opportunity that 
will fit your interests, and you will meet great folks and have fun while you are serving.

Anything else you'd like to share ... how long have you been living in Sedona, etc.?

Nancy: We’ve lived here for eight years and still pinch ourselves every day that we are so lucky to be here. We love Sedona and feel strongly about being good 
stewards of the land. Although there are lots of challenges and it gets frustrating at times, we are grateful to all who volunteer for KSB. We believe that there is a 
way forward and for as long as we live here, we will do what we can to move KSB interests and initiatives forward.

HELP REVIVE T HE  NAT IVE  P LAN T WO RKS H O P

We’re seeking a passionate and committed individual or small group to organize and revitalize the Keep Sedona Beautiful Native Plant 
Workshop.

Our current desire is to hold one or more workshops at the KSB EcoHub headquarters over the course of each year. Each workshop would 
feature speakers who would discuss topics or interest, such as selecting native plants, rainwater harvesting, non-toxic pesticides, creating a 
pollinator garden and a host of other topics. These events will be free and open to the public.

As the organizer, you’ll be responsible for coordinating workshops that feature experts in the field, arranging logistics, and promoting the 
event to a wide audience. Since we expect to hold the workshops at our EcoHub (KSB headquarters off Brewer Rd.), logistics should not be 
complex.

This is an excellent opportunity for anyone who is passionate about the environment and wishes to make a positive impact in our 
community. By organizing these workshops, you will be helping to promote sustainable practices in the Verde Valley.

If you have a commitment to environmental conservation, and a desire to make a difference, please contact us at  
info@keepsedonabeautiful.org. Let's work together to keep Sedona beautiful!

mailto:
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Did you know that a large 
component of what the City of 
Sedona’s sustainability team does is 
actually “resiliency” work? A broad 
definition of resiliency is the ability 
of a system or individual to plan 
for and endure a disturbance in the 
short term, adapt to a new situation, 
and continue to prosper despite 
ongoing stressors.

The Verde Valley community exists 
through the support of a thriving 

local ecosystem, economy, and social structures. Each component just 
mentioned, being a pillar in both sustainability and resilience work, are 
all equally important when evaluating the community’s overall ability 
to face uncertain situations and disruptive events. Sedona’s economy, 
environment, and society all need to be considered when we plan and 
implement strategies aimed at making the community more resilient, 
but we also need to understand that the status of each pillar can either 
support or degrade another pillar’s resilience; they are extremely 
interconnected. 

If we look at the environment for example, in order to be resilient, 
the local ecosystem needs biological diversity; it needs human beings 
to prevent overconsumption and interact with it in a balanced way. 
Whether our society and economy support or prevent these things from 
occurring plays a large part in the environment’s overall resiliency.  

Likewise, for an economy to be resilient, it needs diversity at all levels, 
the same as the environment, but it also needs to be equitable, fair, and 
lawful, and must support a healthy ecosystem. And so, our economy’s 
resilience is heavily dependent on a healthy environment and an 
engaged and connected society. 

In order for human society to be resilient, it needs to be equitable and 
fair; it needs people to trust and care for each other, and it must be 

capable of providing for basic needs, like access to nature, and 
support opportunities to release stress. Our ability to support a 
healthy ecosystem and build a flexible and equitable economy 
can similarly play a major role in our societal resiliency.   

These three pillars don’t function independently from one 
another, they are extremely interconnected. Being so, we 
need to think about all pillars when considering community 
resiliency. If we damage or degrade one of the three pillars, we 
will degrade our overall ability to be as resilient as possible. 

Leading initiatives and projects that encourage and support 
community resiliency and the three pillars is only part of the 
job though. We must also consider possible disturbances to 
our system. Some examples of disturbances for the economy 
can include things ranging from supply chain disruptions 
to inflation or mass layoffs. Social disturbances can include 
things like school closures, quarantine, and political instability 
or war. And for environmental disturbances, things like 
invasive species, the destruction of entire ecosystems driven 
by overconsumption, or major forest fires and long-term 
drought worsened by the global impacts of climate change are 
all potential disturbances for the Verde Valley.

While disturbances can seem scary, resiliency is the 
ability to endure, adapt, and thrive in response to these 
inevitable changes, giving us a sense of security and peace 
of mind.  You can improve your personal and community 
resiliency by accessing local, state, and federal programs 
and resources, planning for emergencies, and strengthening 
your relationships with those around you. You can also 
have a positive impact by committing your spare time and 
resources to supporting your community, especially in times 
of upheaval.

For more information on sustainability and 
resiliency, please contact the City of Sedona 

Sustainability Team at sustainability@sedonaaz.gov, 
or by visiting our webpage.

IT ’S  NOT JUST SUSTAINABIL IT Y … RES ILIENCY MATTERS ,  TO O  
by Zach Schwa rz ,  Su sta i n a bility Coor dinator ,  City of S edona

“We’ve been here 22 years … from 
the Norm Herkenham native 

plant workshops.”

How did you first hear about  
Keep Sedona Beautiful?  

Email ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org

HOW HAVE RENEWING 
MEMBERS HEARD OF KSB?

mailto: sustainability@sedonaaz.gov
https://www.sedonaaz.gov/your-government/departments/city-manager/sustainability
mailto: ksb@keepsedonabeautiful.org
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EATING OUR WAY TO E XT INCT IO N By Victor ia (Tor i)  Budd

“This is the film future generations will be wishing everyone 
watched today.” Leonardo DiCaprio says after watching the 
mind-blowing documentary Eating Our Way to Extinction. 
Narrated and executively produced by Academy Award 
winning actress Kate Winslet, Eating Our Way to Extinction 
encapsulates the shifts that are happening on our planet due to 
the rise of animal agriculture. Kate Winslet captures real time 
footage from people of all walks of life, having them share their 
first-hand experience with the agriculture industry. Eating Our 
Way to Extinction will forever change the way you view your 
carbon footprint on planet Earth. 

The Agriculture Business  
There are many things in the food industry that we don’t see 
or think about ... like the farmer’s hands that harvest our crops 
or the warehouses that store our meat until it hits the grocery 
aisle. Food is vital to our well-being and without it, we cannot 
survive. We also cannot survive in the long-term with our 
current model of meat production. The business of agriculture 
is taking over the natural rhythms of our ecosystem, sending 
humanity into a detrimental state. Animal products are in 
such high demand that our forests, waters, ocean floors, air, 
and animals are heavily impacted by the over-production of 
meat. We often think of soy bean and corn as products for 
human consumption, but have you ever thought of soy bean 
and corn as products used to feed the animals we consume? 
Unbelievably, 94% of the soy bean and corn grown is used to 
feed the animals we eat on a daily basis. 

The Future of Our Planet 
The future of our planet is in our hands. Scientists have predicted the following outcomes if we choose to continue down the same 
animal agriculture path we are on: 

• In order to have a chance to keep our planets temperatures below the dangerous 2°C, in high income countries we should reduce 
our consumption of meat by 80%

•  By 2050, more people may die from antibiotic resistance than from cancer 

•  Rivers across the globe will continue to run dry due to increased usage of water for animal agriculture – this is happening now 
to the Great Salt Lake

•  We can reduce these risks if we switch to a plant-based diet or at least significantly decrease our consumption of meat.

Upkeeping Agriculture  
More and more of our natural land and waters are being 
stripped away due to the amount of land needed to upkeep 
and feed the animals we consume. Farmers transform more 
and more land to make room for livestock in order to keep up 
with the demand of the agri-business. Livestock is treated with 
harmful chemicals and antibiotics, and these harmful agents 
are running into our oceans, killing our fish, polluting our air 
and harming our waters. Here are some of the ways in which 
agri-business is affecting our planet: 

A Byproduct of Animal Agriculture

cont. on page13

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaPge01NQTQ&feature=youtu.be


What We Can Do

1. Continue to raise awareness around agri-business and livestock. Notice how much the ecosystem has changed over the 
duration of your life alone. Aim to be more aware of the part you are playing in this movement. 

2. Listen to your body. Fueling your body with essential nutrients is vital, but our culture has gotten away from what it means to 
be adequately nourished. Restoring the biodiversity of our planet also means restoring the biodiversity within ourselves. Eat 
whole foods, eat when you are hungry, and eat to nourish yourself. 

3. Change your diet. Winslet believes that changing our diets can change the future of our planet. To put things into perspective, 
if we all were to switch to a planet-based diet, we would free up 75% of the land and restore our ecosystem. 

4. Use Ecosia. Ecosia is a search engine similar to Google that uses the profits made from advertising to plant trees in local 
communities where they are needed most. This helps local farmers replant trees and helps restore our ecosystem. 

This is a journey worth taking. Not only does it help us thrive inside and out, it helps our planet thrive. It triggers a ripple effect that 
we all benefit from. The most important part is for each of us to choose to play our part in manifesting the future. 

Resources: Eating Our Way to Extinction Documentary  

When one thinks of State Farm in Sedona, they think of Andrew Bailor. That’s because he’s been in business for 15 years in Sedona 
and his reputation goes above and beyond. Back 15 years ago, he was offered a State Farm office in Delaware while he nervously 
awaited word on a Sedona location, so he took a giant leap of faith and declined the Delaware office and crossed his fingers the 
Sedona location would come through. Fast forward to today and Andrew and his wife, Ania, have a thriving insurance business 
and multiple ties to volunteerism, such as the Rotary Club of the Red Rocks, and philanthropy in Verde Valley. Andrew’s Team is 
considered the best around for help in the community with Insurance and Financial Services. They enjoy camping and hiking with 
their two children, Kade and Koen. 

Andrew didn’t hesitate when asked to become a business sponsor of Keep Sedona Beautiful because he knows the organization has 
the best interests of the community in mind, such as cleaning up lots of unwanted highway litter every month on our local roadways. 
We welcome Andrew and Ania and encourage our supporters to consider KSB business sponsors in their decision making.  

cont. from page 12

RENEW YOUR KSB
MEMBERSHIP

AGAVE

OCTILLO

OTHER OPTIONS AVAILABLE OR
CHOOSE A RECURRING MONTHLY

DONATION OF YOUR CHOICE! 

: $50 / YEAR

: $500 /YEAR 

CLICK TO RENEW
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“My husband and I and 
the pups just returned 
from our Sedona trip 
and we really enjoyed 

the hikes, magical snow 
and peaceful energy 
in Sedona. I wanted 
to let you know that I 
found out about your 
organization through 

following an Instagram 
content creator. 

Thank you and have a 
beautiful 2023!”

HOW HAVE 
RENEWING 

MEMBERS HEARD  
OF KSB?

WELCOME NE W BUSINE SS SP O NS O R Andr ew Bailor ,  S tate Far m

https://www.ecosia.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaPge01NQTQ
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/ksb-membership/


Good News

14

© DEREK VON BRIESEN

GOVERNMENTS TAKE ACTION AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE & PLASTICS USE

Governments around the world continue to take positive action to 
address both climate change and the proliferation of plastics. These 
examples demonstrate the increasing momentum that we all need 
to encourage.

On the climate change front:

• Chicago will pay $422 million to run on 100% renewable 
energy by 2025: 'A significant, long-term source of tax 
revenue'

• Minnesota will require 100% carbon-free electricity by 2040

• Tokyo makes solar panels mandatory for nearly all  
new homes

• California residents are being paid to tear up their grass lawns

• California to ban the sale of new gasoline cars by 2035

• San Diego plans to electrify almost every building

Single-use plastics continue to be banned:

• England joins Europe in banning single-use plastic food ware

• France bans disposable packaging, utensils in  
fast-food restaurants

• Abu Dhabi reduces number of single-use plastic bags by 90%

Good News from the Steel Industry 
For more than two millennia, humans have been making steel 
and today the process is responsible for a significant portion of 
annual carbon dioxide emissions. According to the International 
Energy Agency (IEA), the direct carbon intensity of steelmaking 
in 2021 was 1.39 tons of carbon dioxide per ton of steel. Much of 
the energy needed to make steel comes from the burning of coal, 
producing excessively high amounts of carbon dioxide emissions. 

The path to net-zero steel production will require between $1.3 
and $1.4 trillion by 2050 instituted across the entire production 
chain … and by embracing renewable energy and investing in 
green hydrogen. Good News! Some in the industry knows the 
time is now. Better News! Schnitzer Steel Industries Inc., based 
in Portland, Oregon, is a leading company in steel recycling. The 
company believes that sustainability is at the core of what they do 
and how they operate. Read their Environmental Management 
System Commitment that outlines how they make thoughtful 
business decisions to protect their employees, the environment, 
and the communities where they work and live. 

For more information about what others in the steel industry need 
to do, read “The History of Steelmaking, and Why It Has a Long 
Way Yet To Go” by the Ray C. Anderson Foundation. 

 Chicago at night

https://www.thecooldown.com/green-business/chicago-purchase-100-renewable-energy-2025/
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-business/chicago-purchase-100-renewable-energy-2025/
https://www.thecooldown.com/green-business/chicago-purchase-100-renewable-energy-2025/
https://grist.org/politics/minnesota-to-require-100-carbon-free-electricity-by-2040/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/16/no-time-to-waste-tokyo-makes-solar-panels-mandatory-for-nearly-all-new-homes?utm_source=flipboard.com&utm_campaign=feeds_all_green_themes&utm_medium=referral
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/12/16/no-time-to-waste-tokyo-makes-solar-panels-mandatory-for-nearly-all-new-homes?utm_source=flipboard.com&utm_campaign=feeds_all_green_themes&utm_medium=referral
https://www.fatherly.com/news/california-native-plants-xeriscape-lawns
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/24/climate/california-gas-cars-emissions.html
https://grist.org/beacon/san-diego-plans-to-electrify-almost-every-building/
https://grist.org/regulation/england-ban-single-use-plastic-foodware/
https://phys.org/news/2022-12-france-disposable-packaging-utensils-fast-food.html
https://phys.org/news/2022-12-france-disposable-packaging-utensils-fast-food.html
https://gulfnews.com/uae/environment/abu-dhabi-reduces-number-of-single-use-plastic-bags-by-90-1.1669575767084
https://www.schnitzersteel.com/company/sustainability
https://www.schnitzersteel.com/documents/schnitzer-ems-commitment-iso14001.pdf
https://www.schnitzersteel.com/documents/schnitzer-ems-commitment-iso14001.pdf
https://www.raycandersonfoundation.org/articles/the-history-of-steelmaking-and-why-it-has-a-long-way-to-go?utm_source=John+Ecocentricity+081022&utm_campaign=32819438bf-Ecocentricity_SubscribePromo_01_06_16_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0956a93957-32819438bf-133367735
https://www.raycandersonfoundation.org/articles/the-history-of-steelmaking-and-why-it-has-a-long-way-to-go?utm_source=John+Ecocentricity+081022&utm_campaign=32819438bf-Ecocentricity_SubscribePromo_01_06_16_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0956a93957-32819438bf-133367735
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INVITATION TO OUR MEMBERS:
If You Care About the Beautiful Nature that Surrounds Sedona, THEN IT’S YOU WE ARE LOOKING FOR!

Put your special volunteer talents to work for the greater good of Preserving the Wonder! 
www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org or call KSB at 928-282-4938
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Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc.

Craig  Swanson, President
Carla Williams, Evecutive Vice President
Lynn Zonakis, Secretary
Abbie Denton, Treasurer

Rob Adams
DeAnna Bindley
John Black
Suzanne Castner
Peggy Chaikin
Kevin Cook
Hollis Davids
Kali Gajewski

Donna Hadland
PJ Harrison
Rob Harrison
Mark Lawler
Tom Marlow
Bob Rothrock
Marshall Whitmire

2023  BOARD OF OFFICERS

2023 TRUSTEES

Office Manager: Jan Wind
Executive Assistant: Wendy Heald

K E E P  S E D O N A  B E AU T I F U L
3 6 0  B R E W E R  R OA D ,  S E D O N A ,  A Z  8 6 3 3 6

http://www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org

