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Join KSB and help us protect 
the environment of Sedona and 

the Verde Valley through our 
programs and initiatives.

In Sedona,
the Environment
...IS…the Economy.

Keep Sedona Beautiful's mission 
is to protect and sustain the scenic 
beauty and natural environment of 
Sedona and the Verde Valley.
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Celebrating Our First 50 Years

PRESIDE NT ’S M E SSAGE:
Successful non-profits 
target their efforts 
where they believe they 
can be most effective. 
Most often, these 
determinations are the 

result of a concentrated strategic planning 
process that provides a roadmap for  
the organization.
This past May, the Board of Trustees of Keep 
Sedona Beautiful approved “Working Toward 
a Sustainable Future”, our strategic plan for 
the next three years. It’s a guiding document 
that will help KSB fulfill our mission, achieve 
our goals, increase our impact and realize  
our vision.
As documented in the plan, our vision is: 
“The Verde Valley will model how diverse 
communities can effectively collaborate 
to preserve a sustainable and beautiful 
environment for future generations.” Our 
mission remains: “To protect and sustain the 
scenic beauty and natural environment of 
Sedona and the Verde Valley.”
These are lofty goals that reflect our priorities:

• Retaining and Enhancing the Natural 
Beauty of Sedona and the Verde Valley

• Promoting and Practicing Sustainability
• Controlling Environmental and  

Noise Pollution
• Preserving and Protecting  

Public Lands
• Fostering Education

• Preserving and Enhancing Dark Skies
• Using Native Plants in Landscaping
• Supporting Sustainable and Rational 

Development
• Combating Climate Change
• Protecting Water Resources
• Encouraging Citizen Participation
• Collaborating with Stakeholders 

Fulfilling our mission and realizing our vision 
requires collaborating with stakeholders. 
Acting alone, KSB can have an impact. Acting 
together, organizations and stakeholders 
in the Verde Valley can shape the future. 
Strategies KSB will employ to build a 
sustainable future include:

• Constructively Collaborate
• Educate and Raise Awareness
• Advocate and Engage
• Exert Influence
• Take Direct Action
• Build Organizational Capacity  

and Stability
Working Toward a Sustainable Future 
documents the goals we have set for Keep 
Sedona Beautiful as well as a set of specific 
actions we will take to realize those goals. It 
also evaluates the risks that may prevent the 
plan from being realized along with strategies 
to mitigate those risks.
I encourage you to read our strategic plan and 
support our efforts and the efforts of others in 
the Verde Valley who share our vision.

Preserving the Wonder

https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/KSB-Strategic-Plan-2024-2027.pdf
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/KSB-Strategic-Plan-2024-2027.pdf
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/KSB-Strategic-Plan-2024-2027.pdf
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/KSB-Strategic-Plan-2024-2027.pdf
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KSB legacy supporters, Norris and Carolyn Peterson, are providing $15,000 
in matching funds for this fall’s matching campaign. Their commitment 
to Keep Sedona Beautiful is exactly what we need to continue our work 

here in Sedona and the Verde Valley. We thank Norris and Carolyn and all 
the members who decide to renew during this campaign.  Please consider 

renewing your membership today and receive a limited-edition KSB stainless 
steel water bottle, while supplies last.

Every dollar you donate will be DOUBLED, thanks to the generosity of Carolyn 
and Norris Peterson. Your contribution has the power to transform $20,000 into a 
staggering $40,000, propelling KSB’s mission forward with twice the force.

    J O I N  T H E  M A T C H  M A G I C  M O V E M E N T 

• General Fund Donation: Directly fuel our cause

• KSB Membership: Become a part of our community and make a lasting 
difference

• KSB Business Sponsorship: Let your business be a beacon of hope and change

Don’t miss this chance to magnify your impact. And remember, you can track the 
ripple effect of your generosity and our campaign’s progress on KSB’s Match Magic.

Act now and be a part of this transformative journey with KSB!

© DEREK VON BRIESEN

https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/match-magic/
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/match-magic/
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/match-magic/


INTRODUCING T HE  KSB E C OHUB
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The first value/principle in our strategic plan for Keep Sedona 
Beautiful is to set an example for the community on how to act 
sustainably and responsibly. Over the past year we’ve been putting 
our words into action, starting with our building that we’re 
rebranding as The KSB EcoHub. Our goals are to make the EcoHub 
a net-provider of energy to the grid, to rehabilitate our grounds to 
become a showcase for responsible landscaping, and to provide an 
affordable venue for like-minded organizations in the Verde Valley 
to hold meetings and events.

We were incredibly fortunate that in 1993 Susan Coleman donated 
the Pushmataha Building to KSB. She stipulated that the building 
“be kept for environmental purposes only.” Since then, we’ve used 
it as both our office and a meeting space. In 2018 we completed 
an interior remodeling project focusing on our meeting room and 
smaller conference room.  

Thanks to two generous donations and a grant from the Langston 
Family Foundation, we’ve taken the next steps, and have realized our 
first goal, to make the EcoHub net-positive. 

We installed an insulated membrane roof on top of our old rolled-
shingle roof, keeping the building cooler in the summer and 
warmer in the winter. We replaced our old gas HVAC unit with 
a highly efficient electric heat pump, and we installed an efficient 
mini-split unit in our office, replacing a very old window A/C unit 
and a portable heater. Finally, we installed a solar array sufficient to 
meet our energy needs and send excess electricity back to the grid. 
Inside, we replaced our toilets with low-flush models, and are in 
the process of installing a water refill station insulating our small 
electric water heater.

Along with the building, Susan Coleman donated the 1.47 acre 
parcel it sits on. KSB landscaped the property in 2000, but in the 
interim it’s been largely neglected. Our second goal for the EcoHub 
is to rehabilitate the property, once again making it a showcase for 
responsible landscaping.

Landscaping will be a multi-year and multi-phased project 
that will first focus on the areas adjacent to the building. 
We’ll then concentrate on the area west of the building 
that has walking paths and terraced areas. This can again 
become an oasis for contemplation and reflection. It can 
also demonstrate how residents and visitors can create 
environmentally friendly landscaping. We will also ensure 
that the property meets Firewise standards. Finally, we’ll 
tackle issues with our parking lot and with the “Mule 
Shed” in the far corner of the lot. 

Our last goal is to provide a cost-effective venue to hold 
meetings and events. Since most small non-profits don’t 
have our good fortune of having had a building donated 
to them, we feel an obligation to share our meeting 
space at an affordable price. We encourage non-profit 
organizations to visit our room rental web page to get 
details on rental opportunities and to contact us when 
they need a meeting space.

This is an ambitious project that aligns perfectly with our 
strategic plan. If you want to help us fully revitalize the 
KSB EcoHub, please consider donating to KSB!

Years ago, when the building was “Museum  Et Cetera”, 
Elwiro the mule really did live here.

© DEREK VON BRIESEN

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KVf1sMTB3uzmiJPpHZjC95xIzhft9e4W/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KVf1sMTB3uzmiJPpHZjC95xIzhft9e4W/view
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/about-ksb/rent-meeting-event-space/
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/donate-to-ksb/


4

• Picking up litter maintains beauty, enticing visitors to return and enjoy the clean environment.
• Monitoring developments helps ensure they blend into the current landscape.
• Attracting visitors for our dark skies keeps them here overnight and spending money.
• Owning a sustainable business building and grounds models good stewardship.
• Promoting businesses who appreciate ecological tourism and sustainability preserves our future.
• Supporting a 51-year old nonprofit dedicated to keeping Sedona beautiful is good business.
• Educating on Firewise and other fire protection/evacuation is important for both individuals and businesses.
• Providing annual awards to outstanding businesses promoting sustainability communicates to the world.
• Creating a beautiful magazine with business articles helps promote businesses.

• We have over 50 years of experience advocating for the land and the environment.
• We speak up on initiatives relevant to keeping Sedona and the Verde Valley beautiful.
• We invite others to speak their message on environmental, safety, best practices for the land and water, and 

other subjects of community interest.
• We act to Preserve the Wonder of the Verde Valley and invite residents and visitors alike to do so.
• We know that keeping Sedona and the Verde Valley beautiful and protected is good business.
• We work to ensure dark skies, open spaces and clean water are available to all.
• We strive to remedy unsustainable practices, litter on our roadsides, noise pollution, and OHV destruction to 

the land and air in Sedona and the Verde Valley.
• We recognize outstanding individuals for their volunteerism and actions in alignment with the mission of 

Keep Sedona Beautiful.
• We care, and invite you to join us as we keep Sedona and the Verde Valley beautiful.

WHY BECOME A KSB BUSINE SS  S PO NS O R?

WHY BECOME A KSB M E M BE R?

PRESERVING T HE  WOND E R Speaker  S er ies

October 18   Community Activism – How to Get Involved

Hear from local activists about getting involved and having a positive influence in our communities. Our panelists will cover 
a variety of topics ranging from involvement in the arts, citizen services, environmental concerns, local politics and more:
Panelists at this event will be: 
Charlotte Hosseini is currently a Sedona Planning and Zoning Commissioner and Sedona Community Food Bank volunteer. 
She previously served on the boards of the Sedona Arts Center Board and the League of Women Voters of Northern Arizona. 
Charlotte has also served on various budget and finance citizen work groups for the City of Sedona. 
Ann Kelley is the founder of Sedona Residents Unite (SRU), serves on the Sedona Community Plan Work Group, and 
supports two initiatives designed to bring people together: Paul Friedman’s Conversations to Weave Community and The 
Gathering by the Sedona Public Library. She is leader of Republicans of the Red Rocks.
Mark TenBroek is active in Sedona Residents Unite to address OHV use and other resident issues and was part of their 
interview team for Mayoral and Council candidates in 2022. He joined the Sedona Transit Advisory Committee to provide 
input into the use of transit in Sedona. Mark attends and provides public comment at City Council meetings and has written 
numerous articles on transit, economy, the environment and climate change in Sedona. He was active in opposing the Jordan 
Lofts apartments proposal in Uptown Sedona.
Craig Swanson currently serves as President of Keep Sedona Beautiful and as a member of the Greater Sedona Recreation 
Collaborative that is working to implement solutions to the OHV crisis in Sedona. He is a past President of Friends of the 
Forest and a past Board member of Benefactors of Red Rock State Park.

save the dates!

cont. on page 5



Nov 15 Dr. Tom Ginn - Sedona Water - Sources and Discharges

In Arizona, it’s surprisingly difficult to understand where our water comes from, how much may be available, and what 
happens to it after it leaves our homes and apartments. Dr. Ginn has taken a deep dive into these issues and will share what 
he has learned. 
Dr. Tom Ginn is an environmental toxicologist who has worked on major pollution issues throughout the U.S. He has a B.S. 
in Fisheries and an M.S. in Marine Biology from Oregon State University.  He received a Ph.D. from New York University 
while conducting research on the ecological effects of a nuclear power plant on the Hudson River Estuary.  Over his 50-
year career, he has served as an expert witness for some of the largest federal and state lawsuits in the U.S involving releases 
of toxic chemicals to the environment.   Dr. Ginn has published extensively in the scientific literature on subjects such as 
PCB toxicity, metals bioaccumulation, impacts of sewage discharges, and global marine pollution issues.  He presented a 
fascinating discussion on “The Role of Nuclear Power in Our Energy Future” a year ago at KSB.
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cont. from page 4

STATUS OF WAT E R IN SE DONA:  DO ES  DEMAND EXCEED S UPPLY ?

By Tom Hauber, Sedona resident
It’s no secret that Arizona lives on borrowed water. This means 
that historical natural processes that feed our water resources 
may no longer sustains our needs. In some regions of Arizona 
demand for water has already exceeded supply … a supply 
that has been diminishing over many years due to drought and 
increased usage. So, we “borrow” surface water from different 
sources (Central Arizona Project, Colorado River, Salt River 
Project, creeks, rivers, lakes, reservoirs) and ground water from 
aquifers below the ground.

In Sedona and the Verde Valley, we rely on ground water from 
springs and wells that tap into above-mentioned aquifers for 
use in our homes and businesses. These water sources must be 
replenished through precipitation or other means. In recent years, 
we have had to pump more water from existing wells and may 
need additional deep wells to satisfy demand. 

Sedona’s water is supplied and managed by the Arizona Water 
Company (AWC), a privately owned water company. The Arizona 
Corporation Commission approves water rates, but it doesn’t 
regulate private water systems or those owned by municipalities. 
Ground water rights are not quantified, except in special active 
Management Areas (AMAs). The Verde Valley and Sedona are not 
included in the nearby Prescott AMA, which means ground water 
use is essentially unregulated. Property owners outside of an AMA 
who don’t hook up to municipal water supplies can sink wells as 
necessary to pump any amount of water they want. 

Sedona is now a town of just under 10,000 residents, but we get 
an estimated three to five million tourists annually, a dynamic that 
needs to be considered when assessing the status and availability 
of water in the area. One might ask if Sedona’s water supply is 
sufficient and sustainable.

Sustainability refers to using water in a way that meets current, 
ecological, social, and economic needs without compromising 
the ability to meet future needs. It depends on a balance between 
demand and the ability of a system to recharge itself by natural 

or man-made means. For example, the City of Sedona recharges 
the underground aquifer with a portion of the treated wastewater. 
New development projects generally mandate a “sustainable” 
supply of 100 years. From a supply standpoint, aquifers supplying 
Sedona seem to afford adequate water for the immediate and 
foreseeable future. 

Longer-term sustainability depends on present and future 
“stresses” placed on the system. The future is always a factor in 
any “sustainability” computation as are current drought and rising 
global temperatures. But the largest factor is increasing demand. 
Sedona’s water supply seems to be somewhat self-regulating due to 
managed residential and commercial development. Sedona does 
not suffer from heavy agricultural and industrial demands which 
account for up to 70% of the State’s overall water usage. Future 
usage patterns can of course shift.

Are there restrictions on water use in Sedona? While there are 
currently no restrictions on water use here, there are water 
conservation strategies that are encouraged given the number 
of people that tap into Sedona’s sources. Residential water usage 
is predictable, but whether an outsize hospitality and lodging 
industry places a disproportionate impact on supply and demand 
is unknown.

cont. on page 6



cont. from page 5
Local and State governmental agencies and private interests will all have future 
inputs in managing this complex water system. However, KSB encourages 
anyone reading this article … tourist, resident, or business or home owner … to 
consider your part in water conservation.

Here are ten basic water conservation strategies we encourage everyone to follow:

1. Use water saving devices in your home. When replacing devices (e.g., 
toilets and showerheads), use low-flow types. Choose replacement 
appliances with high efficiency and low water use ratings.  

2. Plant drought resistant, low water-use native trees and plants. Native 
trees and plants thrive with far less watering than other species that are not 
native to the area. Additionally, surround the plants in your yard with a bed 
of mulch or other organic material or gravel to slow evaporation and discourage weed growth.

3. Water outside plants only when needed or at night when it’s coolest. Operating automatic sprinkler and bubbler systems at 
night reduces water loss due to evaporation. 

4. Monitor your home water use. Be on the lookout for spikes in usage that might reveal wasteful water leaks both in and around 
your home. Just a slow faucet drip can waste up to 15 to 20 gallons per day. Unnoticed and unattended leaks in irrigation systems 
can waste hundreds of gallons a day. 

5. Check for toilet leaks. To check for leaks, put two to three drops of food coloring in the tank. If, without flushing, color appears in 
the bowl, there is a leak. Adjust or replace the flush valve and flappers as necessary and change those leaky faucet washers. 

6. Replace older high water-use toilets that can use up to 7 gallons per flush. Newer toilets efficiently flush with only 1.3 gallons.

7. Take shorter showers.

8. Run dishwashers with full loads. While usually less water intensive than doing dishes by hand, dishwasher can use ~12 gallons of 
water per use. Dishwashers are the biggest water users in the kitchen.

9. Run clothes washers with full loads. When replacing a washer in your home, highly efficient front-loaders use an average of 10 
gallons of water per load compared with 20-30 gallons for older top-loaders.

10. Use a broom to clean sidewalks, patios, and driveways instead of washing them off with a garden hose.

Resources:

Read more about the City of Sedona’s Climate Action Plan.

Read more about the Arizona Water Company and their water conservation programs, including detailed recommendations for plumbing, 
cooling systems, landscaping, water recycling and their free water audits for all customers (call their office for your free audit).

It's not just a drop of water …  
it’s a leak that needs to be fixed.
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LIMITED EDITION KSB WAT E R BOTTLES

Join KSB in celebrating the opening of the EcoHub and the launch of its new 
water bottle filling station.  To commemorate this event, KSB is offering its 
first-ever limited edition water bottles with KSB logo and the debut of its 
EcoHub logo.

Be one of the first to fill your water bottle at the EcoHub’s brand-new water 
refilling station!

To get your very own, please make a donation of $50 or more, and you will 
receive a Limited Edition 18-ounce Vacuum Insulated Water Bottle with a 
KSB membership.

https://www.sedonaaz.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44081/637630843978600000
https://www.azwater.com/conservation/


RECYCLE  RE P L AC E

The global challenge of plastic 
waste is multi-dimensional, 
impacting our ecosystems, 
economies, and health. While 
many have lauded recycling as the 
primary solution to our increasing 
plastic waste issue, it's evident 
that a more significant shift is 
required towards the reduction 

and replacement of single-use plastics.

According to the site, Green Matters, an astonishing 91% of plastic 
never gets recycled. This means that only around 9% is recycled. 
To make matters worse, plastic also undergo a process called 
downcycling, which means it gets less and less useful every time, 
eventually becoming so weak that it cannot be recycled further.  
That means 91% just sits in landfills contributing to an even larger 
problem: microplastics. See KSB’s webpage on microplastics. 
National Geographic reports that by 2050, approximately 12 billion 
metric tons of plastic will be sitting in landfills or making their way 
into the ocean. 

Many of these plastics, particularly single-use items, become 
contaminated or are not economically feasible to recycle, leading 
them to be incinerated, dumped in landfills, or littered in the 
environment. The very process of recycling itself consumes a 
significant amount of energy, water, and other resources. With 
fluctuating oil prices, producing new plastic can be cheaper than 
recycling, making the recycling industry economically unviable. 

Glass, on the other hand, is much easier to recycle and can provide a 
meaningful replacement option for plastic containers.  According to 
EPA estimates from as recent as 2018, approximately 3.1 million tons 
of glass were actually recycled that year, representing about 31.3% 
of all the glass containers thrown away in the U.S. in 2018.  More 
importantly, unlike the 91% of plastics that made it to the landfill, 
only 5% of glass made it into landfills.  Even more promising, glass 
can take thousands of years or more to fully break down and does 
not lead to the complications wrought by microplastics.

Relying on recycling alone can't address this problem. In some ways, 
taking a recycling-centric approach can encourage complacency 
among consumers, leading them to believe it's acceptable to 
continue their plastics consumption if they just recycle. By 
emphasizing replacement, we can foster deeper behavioral changes, 
making people more conscious of their consumption habits, 
resulting in a positive impact on our environment.

Sedona Recycles accepts plastic bottles marked with the numbers 
1, 2, and 5 only, but take a look at how you might be able to replace 
your plastic bottles with more environmentally-friendly alternatives:

• WATER BOTTLES:  replace single-use water bottles with 
reusable stainless-steel bottles such as those made by Yeti, 
Stanley, Hydroflask, and others.

• LAUNDRY DETERGENT BOTTLES:  Because of the residue in 

many laundry detergent bottles, the majority of them 
end up in the landfills. Consider switching to a brand 
of laundry detergent that comes in minimal cardboard 
packaging and ditch the plastic bottle.  Dropps is 
one alternative that arrives in an innovative shipping 
package that, according to their site, has helped 
prevent an estimated 5.1 million single-use plastic 
jugs from entering landfills. Meliora is an Illinois-
based company that makes laundry powder in small, 
cardboard containers that are refilled by a shipment 
of powder packed in brown paper bags.  Earth Breeze 
makes innovative sheets of laundry detergent that 
dissolve in the washing machine and have a simple 
carboard sleeve for packaging. 

• CHOOSE GLASS: when shopping for grocery items, 
select glass jars or bottles over plastic containers 
whenever that option is available.  Also, replace plastic 
food storage containers at the end of their useful life 
with glass containers such as Pyrex.

Replacement of single-use plastics offers not just an 
environmentally sound solution but also paves the way 
for a resource-efficient future.  Keep Sedona Beautiful 
challenges you to take stock of your households and offices 
and see where you can eliminate plastic.

Show us how you are replacing your plastics on Instgram!  
Use the hashtag #KSBReplaceNotRecycle between the 
dates of September 15, 2023, and October 31, 2023, and we 
will send an official KSB stainless-steel water bottle to one 
lucky KSB Member via a random drawing!

7

https://www.greenmatters.com/
https://www.keepsedonabeautiful.org/microplastics-in-your-body/
http://www.sedonarecycles.org/
https://www.dropps.com/
https://meliorameansbetter.com/
https://www.earthbreeze.com/products/earthbreeze-ecosheets-laundry-detergent?gad=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwo9unBhBTEiwAipC110mqtc9Jmde2iif20TDQdcQlA2LYsP36dYVR5XwzkB__ZuTW9NqdXBoCG_0QAvD_BwE&nb_adtype=&nb_ap=&nb_fii=&nb_kwd=earth%2520breeze%2520laundry%2520sheets&nb_li_ms=&nb_lp_ms=&nb_mi=&nb_mt=e&nb_pc=&nb_pi=&nb_placement=&nb_ppi=&nb_si=%257Bsourceid%257D&nb_ti=kwd-855053351025&nbt=nb:adwords:g:8674912072:144916531434:625351740956


MEET LITTER L IF T E RS M E LANIE & BA RRY MA LLIS

THE HISTORY OF  C OT TONWOOD

It took Melanie and Barry about 8 hours to decide on moving to Sedona. On a visit 
to the Canyon, they spent overnight in town, and it sealed the deal. What a change 
from southern Florida! On the cusp of retirement in 2016, they made their plans 
and moved to Cottonwood while their one-of-a-kind house that Mel designed was 
constructed in West Sedona. Today they’re firmly installed! 

As Rotarians, Mel and Barry were litter lifters when they lived in Keene, New 
Hampshire. Both have a lifetime of volunteering, and today they also spend 
many hours at Red Rock State Park where Barry leads nature hikes and presents 
programs on Sinaguan archaeology and anthropology. Melanie tends to the park’s 
Hummingbird Garden. Barry has also led geology hikes for Friends of the Forest.

Melanie was also an innkeeper in Brandon, VT, and became an award-winning 
kitchen designer before moving to Arizona. She loves to cook and has a remarkable 
home garden and orchid collection that consume a good bit of time. Barry served on 
the 1980 Winter Olympics ski patrol, was a U.S. Soccer Federation referee instructor, 
and has completed a few marathons. He’s fluent in several languages. Their children 
and grandchildren are sprinkled from San Diego to Vermont, with stops in Dallas and 
Brooklyn! The couple were raised on Long Island, NY.

Archeologist have discovered evidence of hunter-gatherers in the Cottonwood area as far 
back as 10,000 BCE. Primitive petroglyphs and Clovis points indicate that Paleo-Americans 
hunted mega-fauna like wooly mammoth in the region. With the extinction of the mega-
fauna, and a transition to a warmer and drier climate, archeologists conclude that a separate 
“Archaic” culture flourished here until approximately 600 CE. These hunter-gatherers left 
behind significant pictographs (images painted on the red rocks).

What archeologist have named the “Sinagua” people populated the Verde Valley and the 
area around Flagstaff between 600 – 1400 CE. They were skilled farmers who cultivated 
crops like cotton, squash, corn and beans, and they built impressive structures such as 
pueblos and cliff dwellings. 

Just outside of Cottonwood, you can visit the Tuzigoot National Monument, one of the most notable Sinagua ruins, which is a 
large pueblo built on a hill overlooking the Verde River.  The river and its year-around availability of water undoubtedly played a 
significant role to early inhabitants. The Sinagua left behind an impressive and extensive number of pictographs and petrographs 
(images carved into the rock).

Likely overlapping somewhat with the Sinagua, Yavapai and Apache peoples then inhabited this area. They traded regularly with 
Hopi and also created fascinating pictographs, including evidence of the introduction of horses to the region. 

In a tragic chapter of our history, General Crook forcibly relocated the Yavapai and Apache. According to the National Park 
Service, “This began the terrible episode, known to the Yavapai and Tonto Apaches as the Exodus. Rather than allowing the people 
to travel by the longer and easier Crook Trail Wagon Road, the exodus route covered a fairly direct, but very difficult 150-mile trail 
through the Tonto Basin … Of the 1,450 Apaches and Yavapais who began the journey, at least 100 died along the way. The Yavapai-
Apache Nation commemorates Exodus Day each February.”

Spanish explorer Antonio de Espejo led the first European expedition into the area in 1583. However, sustained Spanish 
settlement in the area did not begin until the early 19th century. 

It was easy for them to gravitate towards the KSB orbit! They love service work in our organization whose work, they know, is more 
critical today than ever before!

cont. on page 9
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https://www.nps.gov/tuzi/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tont/learn/historyculture/yavapai_and_apache.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tont/learn/historyculture/yavapai_and_apache.htm


cont. from page 8

In 1879, the town of Cottonwood was founded. According 
to Walkin’ on Main, “Charles Willard (known as the father of 
Cottonwood) was among the first settlers that immigrated here, 
along with him his family. The homesteaders found a market 
for their crops, hay & grain in the mining towns of Camp Verde 
and Jerome. Farming, cattle running and plenty of water was 
supplied by the abandoned Indian Reservation irrigation ditch 
system (behind the old jail). Game animals were abundant. 
Wild mustard, grasses, fruit orchards & alfalfa were plentiful 
along the Verde River greenway until it was destroyed by 
the smelter smoke. After the smelters closed for good, they 
eventually came back. Today this greenway area is protected. 
Historically, it is one of the rarest riparian environments of its 
kind. There are only 20 like it left in the world today. This is one 
of five strands in Arizona.”

Cottonwood quickly grew into a thriving agricultural 
community. The town was also a major supply center for 
the soldiers at nearby Camp Verde. The first post office was 
established by Mac Willard in 1885.

Cottonwood's prosperity took off in the early 20th century, 
thanks to the mining boom. The nearby town of Jerome was 
home to one of the richest copper mines in the world, and 
Cottonwood provided supplies and services to the mine and 
other operations in the area. At one time, Cottonwood was 
known as the "Biggest Little Town in Arizona."

Today, we can still see many of the buildings from this period, 
like the historic Cottonwood Hotel, which was built in 1917. 
The Old Town Cottonwood district is also home to numerous 
other historic buildings, like the Clemenceau Museum and 
the Cottonwood Civic Center, both of which were built in  
the 1920s. 

During the Prohibition era, Cottonwood gained notoriety 
as a bootlegging and gambling destination. Saloons and 
speakeasies operated openly, frequented by residents, miners, 
ranchers and outlaws alike. Gambling dens could also be 
found throughout Cottonwood during this rowdy period.

The legalization of alcohol took away some of Cottonwood’s 
illicit allure. But it continued to grow as a regional economic 
center and tourist destination. Cottonwood was located 
along Route 89A, making it a popular stopover for motorists 
driving to the Grand Canyon. Auto camps, diners, curio 
shops and motels catered to these travelers. 

In the 1920s and 1930s, Cottonwood experienced a period of 
growth, as the region became well known for its wineries and 
orchards. During this time, the Arizona Wine Commission 
was formed to promote local wines, and several wineries 
opened up in the area. However, the wine industry suffered 
significantly from the Great Depression.

After World War II, Cottonwood experienced another surge 
of growth and development. Retirees and families seeking 
an affordable place to live flocked to the Verde Valley. 
New subdivisions, schools, parks and civic amenities were 
constructed. From 1950 to 1980, the town’s population 
skyrocketed from just over 1,000 to nearly 10,000 residents. 
Come today’s population, the 2021 census is now listed at 
12,440 residents.

Formally incorporated in 1960, Cottonwood has become a 
thriving destination for tourism, thanks to many factors: a 
revitalization of Old Town Cottonwood, resurgence of the 
local wine industry, art galleries, and outdoor recreation 
opportunities such as Dead Horse Ranch State Park and the 
Verde River Greenway.

Cottonwood is committed to addressing environmental 
issues. The town has a number of programs and initiatives in 
place, including:

• A recycling program that collects over 1 million pounds 
of recyclable materials each year

• A composting program that diverts food waste from  
the landfill

• A wildlife protection program that works to preserve 
native plants and animals

• A water conservation program that helps residents  
save water

In 2014, KSB bestowed an Award of Excellence to 
Cottonwood for its water conservation program and in 2023 
the Mayor of Cottonwood, Tim Elinski, received an award for 
community service.
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https://www.azwom.com/bigtown.html
http://www.cottonwoodhotel.com/
https://www.oldtown.org/
https://clemenceaumuseum.org/
https://azstateparks.com/dead-horse
https://azstateparks.com/verde-river


GOOD NEWS ABOUT P L AST IC S

Much of the world’s discarded plastic ends up in the ocean. 
The Great Pacific Garbage Patch, located halfway between 
Hawaii and California, is the largest of the five offshore plastic 
accumulation zones that exist in the world’s oceans. This 
mass of plastic was estimated to weigh approximately 80,000 
tons (or the equivalent of 500 jumbo jets), which is 4-16 
times more than previously calculated. 

The Ocean Cleanup, a non-profit organization, is developing 
and scaling technologies to rid the world’s oceans of plastic. 
Their aim is to put themselves out of business - once the 
oceans are clean.

This nonprofit is inventing new ways to remove/reuse 
plastic products that have escaped into the environment. 
In Southern California, The Ocean Cleanup developed and 
deployed a ship that gathers plastic debris as it sweeps down 
Ballona Creek. You can watch the video of this operation. 

in their various degrees of degradation, can be broken down, mixed, and recombined into new compounds just as good – or 
better – than their original form.”

Watch more about the Western Washington University Plastic Recycling Research Project.

Tech giant Hewlett Packard will be receiving much of this material with hopes of incorporating into their production stream. 
HP has an aggressive set of goals for getting more recycled content into their products.

Styrofoam is also being recycled into useful products. Heal The Ocean is a California based organization working to keep 
Styrofoam from ending up in the ocean.

MarBorg Industries and Heal the Ocean have joined hands to create a pilot program for Styrofoam recycling in Santa Barbara. 
Since July, 2021 they have recycled 39,600 pounds of Styrofoam waste from landfills. The Styrofoam is shipped to Moreno 
Valley so that it can be repurposed. 

It’s always a good idea to check with your local recycling center to find out if they are accepting Styrofoam for recycling. 
Unfortunately, Sedona Recycles no longer accepts Styrofoam. Markets for the product and economics drove them to halt this 
service. We currently don’t know of anywhere locally where Styrofoam can be recycled.

And Remember the Three R’s of sustainability: Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. We’re learning more each day of the importance of 
the first of these when it comes to plastics – reduced consumption of plastics is key.

Watch this second video to appreciate the scope of work 
involved in freeing the oceans of discarded plastic.

A bit up the coast, a group of Western Washington University 
students travelled to Katmai National Park in Alaska to 
retrieve plastic waste from the beaches. They gathered some 
50,000 pounds of plastics, from fishing nets and lines to 
buoys, milk jugs, soda bottles and flip flops. John Misasi, 
Western Washington University Associate Professor of 
Polymer Materials Engineering, who is the project lead said, 
“The point isn’t to remove the plastic from one place just to 
put it in the ground at another. This is all about the circular 
economy – of using and re-using the same product, not just 
making it once and then burying it. Most ocean plastics that 
wash up on the shores of places like Katmai have, in some 
way, degraded from their original chemical composition. But 
that doesn’t mean they don’t have value as recyclables. What 
we are trying to do is figure out how these ocean plastics, 
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https://theoceancleanup.com/
https://news.wwu.edu/wwu-team-rewriting-the-narrative-on-ocean-plastics
https://www.healtheocean.org/
https://theoceancleanup.com/oceans/
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Keep Sedona Beautiful Earns 
Sustainability Awards!

Friends of the Verde River Silver Certificate

VVREO Gold Sustainability Certificate

Keep Sedona Beautiful earned silver level certification from 
Friends of the Verde River’s River Friendly Living program. As 
stated on the Friends of the Verde River website, “River Friendly 
Living inspires a culture of voluntary river conservation. We support 
and recognize those who strive to protect the river in their homes, 
businesses, and communities. As a certification program, Friends 

Keep Sedona Beautiful earned a Gold Level Sustainability Certificate from the Verde 
Valley Regional Economic Organization (VVREO) this spring. VVREO took over the 
certification process from The Sustainability Alliance which had previously recognized KSB’s 
environmental practices with a Silver Status certification.

The award of gold status from VVREO considered many factors. It included such significant 
contributions as energy use. KSB installed a solar panel array in 2023 which has resulted in 
more energy produced than KSB consumes. 

will use River Friendly Living to help members of our communities to do their part to protect the Verde River for future generations.”

KSB qualifies for River Friendly Living by being water wise. Drip irrigation, native plant species, permeable outdoor surfaces 
that inhibit storm water runoff, water use auditing, recycling practices and wise practice education programs help KSB be a good 
steward and friend of the Verde River. To see how you can participate, visit Friends of the Verde River website.

To reduce energy consumption KSB also invested in new HVAC equipment for the EcoHub and individual use areas. Going all 
electric for HVAC had the added benefit of eliminating CO2 production from our old gas furnace system.

Sustainability certification also considers recycling efforts, use of recycled materials, consumption of water, use of eco-friendly 
cleaning supplies, natural landscaping practices, dark sky community compliance. Thanks to our membership and board for 
making KSB a better environment citizen.

We encourage businesses and organizations in the Verde Valley to visit the VVREO Sustainable Business Certification webpage 
and become certified at the highest level possible.

Monthly Consumed minus Production kWh
© DEREK VON BRIESEN

https://verderiver.org/get-involved/about-river-friendly-living/
https://verderiver.org/get-involved/about-river-friendly-living/
https://vvreo.com/sustainability.html
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INVITATION TO OUR MEMBERS:
If You Care About the Beautiful Nature that Surrounds Sedona, THEN IT’S YOU WE ARE LOOKING FOR!

Put your special volunteer talents to work for the greater good of Preserving the Wonder! 
www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org or call KSB at 928-282-4938
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Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc.

Craig  Swanson, President
Carla Williams, Evecutive Vice President
Lynn Zonakis, Secretary
Abbie Denton, Treasurer

Rob Adams
DeAnna Bindley
John Black
Peggy Chaikin
Kevin Cook
Hollis Davids
Kali Gajewski
Donna Hadland

PJ Harrison
Rob Harrison
Mark Lawler
Bob Rothrock
Marshall Whitmire

2023  BOARD OF OFFICERS

2023 TRUSTEES

Office Manager: Jan Wind
Executive Assistant: Wendy Heald

K E E P  S E D O N A  B E AU T I F U L
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