


Landscaping With 
Natives

Without Attracting Nuisance Wildlife




Handouts of trees, shrubs, and flowers that 

javelina, deer, and rabbits don't like
Importance of using natives in landscaping
Which ornamental species are highly 

invasive and should be avoided
Basics on planting arrangement that benefit 

non-nuisance wildlife (bees, butterflies, birds)
Tips for deterring nuisance wildlife

Topics




Low water requirements and drought tolerant
Native are better adapted to:
Growing season
Climate
Soils

Benefits to desirable wildlife
Wildlife habitat connectivity
Reduced pests and needs for chemicals

Importance of Using Natives in 
Landscaping





Watch Out for Invasive Ornamentals

Invasive spread within and beyond your 
landscape

Less benefits to the environment
Cheaper in the short run, but more expensive 

in the long run




Scientific NameCommon Name

Ulmus pumilaSiberian Elm
Ailanthus altissimaTree-of-Heaven
Tamarix spp.Salt Cedar
Elaeagnus angustifoliaRussian Olive
Cortaderia selloanaPampas Grass
Vinca majorVinca
Polygonum cuspidatumJapanese Knotweed
Pennisetum setaceumFountain Grass
Rubus discolorHimalayan Blackberry
Buchloe dactyloidesBuffalo Grass
Ludwigia hexapetalaFloating Water Primrose
Arundo donaxGiant Reed
Lythrum salicariaPurple Loosestrife
Hedera helixEnglish Ivy

Invasive Ornamentals To Avoid





Invasive Ornamentals To Avoid

Substitute Pampas Grass and Fountain Grass 

with Bull Grass (Muhlenbergia emersleyi) 

Or

with Big Sacaton (Sporobolus wrightii).

Photo courtesy of Max Licher
Photo courtesy of Max Licher





Invasive Ornamentals To Avoid

Substitute 
Tree of 
Heaven

with Arizona Walnut, 
Juglans major





Invasive Ornamentals To Avoid

with Desert 
Four 

O’clock, 
Mirabilis 

multiflora.

Substitute 
Vinca

Photo courtesy of Max Licher





Invasive Ornamentals To Avoid

Substitute 
Russian 
Olive

with  Emory Oak,
Quercus emoryi





Invasive Ornamentals To Avoid

Substitute English ivy 
with 

Arizona Grape, 
Vitis arizonica





Beneficial Plant Arrangement

Plants as a Food Source
 Plant a mixture of grasses, wildflowers, vines, shrubs, 

and trees.
Allow grasses to go to seed
Choose berry producing shrubs and vines
 Plant nectar producing flowers, vines, shrubs, and trees
Augment natural sources with seed, suet, sugar water





Beneficial Plant Arrangement
Special Consideration for Pollinators
 Flowers should bloom throughout the growing 

season
 Plant big patches for better foraging efficiency
 Avoid chemicals – pesticides and herbicides kills 

pollinators
 Avoid using weed cloth or heavy mulch
 Allow for other forms of structure:
 Small piles of branches
 Hollow twigs
 Rotting logs and stumps
 Rodent burrows 
 Fallen plant material 





Beneficial Habitat Arrangement

Natural  Cover
Rocks, downed woody material, even mulch piles
Mixture of ground cover, mid-story cover, and canopy 

cover
 Standing dead woody material

Artificial Cover
Roost boxes
Nesting platforms and boxes





Beneficial Habitat Arrangement

Augment Your Landscaping with Water
 Pedestaled bird bath, ground level water dish, water 

garden, pond
 Elevated versus ground level
 Escape ramps
 Local ordinances may require fencing if water exceeds 

certain depth




Bats
Only nuisance when they roost in structures or 

under eaves
Pros – bats are very efficient insect control
Point electronic bat repellers up toward the 

eaves where bats roost
Proper bat exclusion when roosting in structure
Suitable  artificial roosts

Dealing with Nuisance Species




Proper Bat Exclusion

Step 1:

Hang a bat box on or 
near your house early in 
the summer.  This allows 
bats time before the 
eviction date (in the fall) 
to explore and find the 
alternate roost. 

Step 2:

Inspect your house for
openings 1/2 inch
or greater in diameter.

Step 3:

In September (not
before), install tubes
or flaps to allow exit
but prevent entry.  




Suitable Artificial Bat Houses

1. Minimum size of 2’ X 2’

2. Air tight, caulked seams, 
painted dark to be a solar     
collector, vented along lower 
2/3 for fresh air, surfaces 
roughened, crevices between 
3/4 and 1 1/2 inches wide.

3. Placement 10’ above
ground, facing south, near
but not shaded by trees.





Dealing with Nuisance Species




Dealing with Nuisance Species

Rabbits
 Fencing 2-3’ high poultry wire 

and buried 6-12” 
 Protect sapling trees with a 

cylinder of hardware cloth
 Keep vegetation cleared around 

base of shrubs
 Ammonia-soaked rags  near dens 

and nests
 Commercial repellents
 When eating wires in engines, 

use flashing LED lights and keep 
hood open




Dealing with Nuisance Species

Woodrats
 Build extensive nests
 Non-lethal forms of control
 Clean up property
 Flashing LED lights
 Ammonia-soaked rags, 

peppermint oil, Irish Spring soap
 Sprinkle  blood meal around 

plants
 Live traps
 Prompt removal of nests
 2’ tall sheet metal barrier or full 

caging-out
 Lethal forms of control
 Large snap traps




Pocket gophers
Non-lethal methods:
Flooding or collapsing 

burrows not very effective
Buried barrier of hardware 

cloth (bury 3’ deep)
Lethal Methods:
Traps
Poisons 
Chemical fumigants

Dealing with Nuisance Species




Dealing with Nuisance Species

Beaver
Cut down trees for food 

and to build dams
 Surround trees with 

hardware cloth 3’ high
 Benefits of beaver




Dealing with Nuisance Species

Deterring Coyotes
Keep small pets 

indoors, especially at 
night

Don’t place pet food 
outdoors

 Secure garbage lids 
with weights or straps

Hazing




Dealing with Nuisance Species

Raccoons

 Remove attractants (bird bath, pet food, 
water) 
 Weigh down garbage can lids
 Secure cans so they don’t tip over
 Keep pet food indoors, especially at night
 Fence in open water such as ponds




Dealing with Nuisance Species

Javelina

 Avoid feeding them (even bird seed)
 Clean up edible garbage
 Frequently pick up dropped fruit
 Spread cayenne pepper
 Ammonia-soaked rags
 Large cat urine
 Fencing 3 feet tall
 Electric fencing can be inexpensive




Dealing with Nuisance Species

Deer
 Chemical repellents 

sprayed on leaves and 
flowers (only inedible 
plants)

 Hanging shiny objects 
 mirrors
 tinfoil strips

 Scarecrows, pinwheels
 Change objects out to 

avoid acclimation
 Fencing 6 feet high




Contact

Janie Agyagos
Wildlife Biologist

Forest Service
Red Rock Ranger District

928-203-7507

Janie.agyagos@fs.fed.us





Flowers That Deer & Rabbits Don’t Prefer
Rabbit

Resistant
Deer

Resistant
Scientific NameCommon Name

XXIberis spp.Candytuft
XXKniphofia uvariaRed-Hot Poker
XXLamium maculatumDead Nettle
XXLupinus spp.Lupine
XXLychnis coronariaCrown-Pink
XXMelampodium leucanthumBlackfoot Daisy
XXMonarda spp.Bee Balm
XXMyosotis scorpioidesForget-Me-Not
XXNarcissus hybridsDaffodil
XXNepeta spp.Catnip
XXOriganum spp.Oregano
XXPapaver spp.Oriental Poppy
XXPenstemon spp.Beard Tongue
XXPhlox subulataMoss Pink
XXRudbeckia hirtaGloriosa Daisy
XXSantolina spp.Santolina
XXSaxifraga spp.Saxifrage
XXScabiosa spp.Pincushion Flower
XXScilla spp.Squill (Bluebell)
XXStachys byzantinaLamb’s Ears
XXThymus spp.Thyme
XXVerbena spp.Verbena
XXVeronica spp.Speedwell
XXViola odorataSweet Violet
XXZauschneria californicaCalifornia Fuchsia





Rabbit
Resistant

Deer
Resistant

Scientific NameCommon Name

XXAchillea spp.Yarrow
XXAgave spp.Agave
XXAmaryllis belladonnaNaked Lady 
XXAquilegia spp.Columbine
XXArmeria spp.Pink Sea Thrift
XXArtemisia spp.Artemisia
XXAster spp.Aster
XXAstilbe spp.Flase Spiraea
XXImpatiens spp.Balsam
XXBegonia spp.Begonia
XXBrachycome iberidifoliaSwan River Daisy
XXCampanula spp.Serbian Bellflower
XXCentaurea spp.Centaurea
XXCerastium tomentosumSnow-in-Summer
XXCoreopsis spp.Coreopsis
XXCrocus spp.Crocus
XXDahlia spp.Dahlia
XXDicentra spp.Bleeding Heart
XXErigeron spp.Fleabane
XXEschscholzia californicaCalifornia Poppy
XXEuphorbia spp.Euphorbia
XXMany SpeciesFerns
XXGaillardia grandifloraBlanket Flower
XXGeranium spp.Cranesbill
XXHelichrysum spp.Straw Flower
XXHemerocallis spp.Daylily
XXDianthus  barbatusSweet William

Flowers That Deer & Rabbits Don’t Prefer, Cont…





Flowers That Javelina Don’t Prefer
Javelina
Resistant

Scientific NameCommon Name

XKniphofia uvariaRed-Hot Poker
XNarcissus hybridsDaffodil
XSantolina spp.Santolina
XViola odorataSweet Violet
XGladiolus spp.Gladiola
XGomphrena spp.Globe Amaranth
XMesembryanthemum spp.Ice Plant
XDelphinium spp.Larkspur
XSyringa spp.Lilac
XTagetes spp.Marigolds
XPaeonia spp.Peonies
XAntirrhinum majusSnapdragons





Flowers That Javelina Don’t Prefer, Cont…

Javelina
Resistant

Scientific NameCommon Name

XDahlia spp.Dahlia
XGeranium spp.Cranesbill
XHemerocallis spp.Daylily
XAllysum spp.Allysum
XOcimum spp.Basil
XDianthus  barbatusSweet William
XChrysanthemum spp.Chrysanthemum
XCosmos spp.Cosmos
XLillium longiflorumEaster Lily
XPetunia hybridaPetunias
XZinnia spp.Zinnia





Rabbit
Resistant

Deer
Resistant

Scientific NameCommon Name

XXArctostaphylus spp. Manzanita
XXRosemarinus officinalis Rosemary
XXSalvia officinalisSage
XXRhus trilobata*Skunkbush
XXAbelia grandifloraGlossy Abelia
XXBerberis spp. Barberry
XXBuddleia spp. Butterfly Bush
XXBuxus spp. Boxwood
XXCalliandra spp. Fairy Duster
XXChaenomeles spp. Flowering Quince
XXDalea spp. Dalea
XXEncelia farinosaBrittlebush
XXEricarmeria laricifolia*Turpentine Bush
XXEriogonum spp. Buckwheat
XXSimmondsia chinensis*Jojoba
XXJusticia californica*Chuparosa
XXLantana spp. Lantana
XXLeucophyllum spp. Leucophyllum
XXMahonia spp. Oregon Grape
XXPotentilla spp. Cinquefoil
XXRibes spp. Currant, Gooseberry
XXSyringa spp. Lilac
XXViburnum spp. Viburnum

XFallugia paradoxa*Apache plume
XXChrysothamnus spp.Rabbit brush
XXParthenocissus spp.Virginia Creeper

Shrubs That Deer & Rabbits Don’t Prefer




Javelina
Resistant

Scientific NameCommon Name

XCeanothus spp. Deerbrush
XArctostaphylus spp. Manzanita
XCercocarpus spp. Mountain Mahagony
XRosa spp. Rose Bushes
XRosemarinus officinalisRosemary
XSalvia officinalisSage
XQuercus turbinella*Shrub Live Oak
XGarrya wrightii*Silktassel
XRhus trilobata*Skunkbush
XSyringa spp. Lilac
XHibiscus spp.Hibiscus

Shrubs That Javelina Don’t Prefer




Rabbit

Resistant
Deer

Resistant
Scientific NameCommon Name

XJuniperus spp.Juniper 
XXPseudotsuga menziesii*Douglas-fir

XPinus edulis*Pinyon Pine
XXAbies spp.Fir
XXAcer palmatumJapanese Maple
XXAcer circinatumVine Maple
XXCedrus spp.Cedar
XXCeltis spp.Hackberry
XXCercis spp.Redbud
XXCrataegus spp.Hawthorn
XXCupressus spp.Cypress
XXFraxinus spp.Ash 
XXGinkgo bilobaMaidenhair Tree
XXMagnolia spp.Magnolia
XXPicea spp.Spruce
XXQuercus spp.Oak
XXAlbizia spp.Albizia
XXSophora SecundifloraTexan Mountain Laurel

Trees That Deer & Rabbits Don’t Prefer




Javelina
Resistant

Scientific NameCommon Name

XJuniperus spp.Juniper 
XAbies spp.Fir
XPicea spp.Spruce
XQuercus spp.Oak
XPopulus fremontii*Cottonwood

Trees That Javelina Don’t Prefer


