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IN MEMORY OF BILL PUMPHREY

To Inspire....to move someone to act, create, or feel
emotion, to arouse someone to write a letter for
comment or do something new or unusual, to give you
new ideas and a strong feeling of enthusiasm and
motivation.

Merriam Webster and Collins Dictionary

The above definition of what it means to inspire began Bill Pumphrey’s 2019 message of inspiration to the
members, volunteers, and friends of Keep Sedona Beautiful. His message continued, “Everywhere in our
community and beyond are those that inspire us. | want to share a partial list of those that have and continue to
have a strong influence on me. Inspiration leads to involvement and engagement and can change the world.”

Former VOC resident and KSB President Bill Pumphrey passed away on June 7, 2025. He was a true inspiration
through his actions and deeds.

Bill’s list of those who inspired him outside of KSB included individuals in our community who started the first
ever Thrift Shop in the VOC to benefit the Humane Society of Sedona, world-wide animal protection groups,
Sedona community citizens of the year, Yavapai Food Neighbors Project, and those who were committed to all
aspects of volunteering for decades of their lives. Bill stated, “Volunteers-you all inspire me. We need more.”

How did Bill first recognized his passion for KSB is expressed in this quote:

“I knew while visiting Sedona on a sunny 70-degree January day, that | would end up living here. Finding KSB was a
dream come true. | had little time and opportunity during my working career to devote time to the environmental
concerns | hold dear. Once retired and in Sedona, | met former KSB President Joan McClelland who brought me to a



KSB board meeting and that was it. | found many personal interests on the meeting agenda from dark skies, air
quality, and litter to roadway signs and unreasonable land use.”

During Bill’s tenure at KSB as a Board Trustee, Executive Vice President, President (2003-2005; 2019-2022), and
Litter Lifter Chair, he spearheaded many of the important achievements that Keep Sedona Beautiful has
accomplished. Bill received the McGee award in 2005, given from time to time to one or more individuals who
have demonstrated outstanding dedication and service to Keep Sedona Beautiful, above and beyond normal
expectations for enough years to make such attributes apparent. He also received the Ken Corey award in 2006 for
his extensive work on the Historical building and grounds of Keep Sedona Beautiful.

Bill embodied the mission of Keep Sedona Beautiful beginning early on as the Litter Lifter Committee Chair which
led to his crafting and championing of Sedona’s Covered Load Ordinance, which was adopted by the Sedona
City Council in 2006, making litter resulting from an unsecured load an enforceable offense.

He went on to cherish the use of native plants and proudly worked to support the KSB Annual Native Plant
Workshop. In the following quote, Bill explains his admiration for native plants and the people who appreciate
them.

“One of my fondest memories was helping former KSB President Norm Herkenham prepare for the KSB Annual
Native Plant Workshop. A trained botanist, KSB honored Norm’s passion for local native plants by creating the KSB
Norman Herkenham Award to commend those in the community that further the use of native plant landscaping.

Importantly, Bill was at the helm of KSB during the pandemic. His message below was timely and transcends into
issues we face in today’s world.

“Keep Sedona Beautiful is an organization made up of local citizens and businesses, all committed to the idea that
protecting and sustaining the unique scenic beauty and natural environment of the Greater Sedona Area benefits
the earth and thereby each of us.

Right now, we are living in an "unhurried" world, silent and still like we've never seen in our lifetimes. Everything
has changed. We're fortunate in Sedona however - we have the beauty that surrounds us available to
contemplate, to recreate in, and to enjoy.

I would like to encourage our KSB friends and supporters to safely spend some time outside: perhaps beautify the
street in front of your home or business, pick up litter, plant native plants, "Capture the Wonder" through
photography, consider how you might conserve water, and privately celebrate Earth Day during the month of April.

| encourage each of you to stay in contact with and support your family, friends, neighbors, and our local
businesses. Some in our community have experienced both incalculable human loss and extreme financial loss. Our
hearts go out to them.”

Bill Pumphrey represents the best of humanity. He inspired us and will be genuinely missed.
We can hear him asking, “What inspires you and how have you taken action?”

If you feel inspired to become a KSB volunteer, please contact Wendy at ksh2@keepsedonabeautiful.org or call
928-282-4938. Visit KeepSedonaBeautiful.org for more ways to support our mission.
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An Arizona Ash tree planting is planned for this fall in KSB’s new Interpretive
Garden in honor of Bill Pumphrey's dedication to KSB. An Arizona Ash will be
planted in an area of the garden where it can display its fall colors in full.

Further information to follow.
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Visit our Website

Keep Sedona Beautiful, Inc.

360 Brewer Rd. Sedona, AZ 86336

928-282-4938

info@KeepSedonaBeautiful.org

www.KeepSedonaBeautiful.org
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