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Objectives :

ÅWhat makes a plant fire-wise?

ÅWhy attract birds to your yard?

ÅTips to making your yard bird friendly

ÅNative plants that will attract birds that 
are also fire-wise

ÅWhich birds are attracted to which 
native plants + Which resources these 
plants provide to birds



Fire - Resistant Plant 
Characteristics:
ÅLeaves, not needles.

ÅTrees tend to be clean, not bushy, 
very little dead wood.

ÅShrubs are low-growing (2 ft or 
lower).

ÅMinimal build-up of dead plant 
material.



Fire - Resistant Plant 
Characteristics cont :
ÅMinimal build up of dead plant 
material.

ÅTaller shrubs are clean, not bushy or 
twiggy.

ÅSap is water-like.

ÅBroad-leaf deciduous leaved trees 
(lose their leaves in fall/winter)



Fire - Prone Plant 
Characteristics:

ÅBlade-leaf or needle leaf evergreens 
and grasses.

ÅLeaves and wood that often have 
volatile waxes, fats, terpenes or oils. 

ÅSap is gummy or resinous. 



Fire - Prone Plant 
Characteristics Cont :

ÅContain plentiful fine, twiggy, dry, or 
dead materials.

ÅHave loose or papery bark.

ÅHave hair-covered leaves.



Å  Pure Enjoyment
Å Education
Å Flower Pollination
Å Weed Control
Å Insect Control
Å Conserving Wildlife

Why Attract Birds to 
Your Yard?



Pure 
Enjoyment 

and 
Education



Flower Pollination, 
Insect and Weed 

Control





Conserving 

Wildlife 
by Creating 

Backyard Habitat
 is Important for 

the Ecosystem



Provide a 
Bird -

Friendly 
Yard

 

Water, 
Shelter 

and Food 

Photo by Laurin Pause



Water

o Keep birdbath low and 
shallow

o Site your bird bath well
o Keep it clean
o Keep it open
o Add motion



Keep it low and shallow

 



Site your 
bird bath 
well
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Keep it clean 
and open



Add 
Motion
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Cover

o Shelter and shade
o Protection from predators
o Places for birds to raise their 

young



Protection 

from 
Predators
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Tips to keep Predatory 
Birds from Nesting Birds:

ÅHang reflective items/wind chimes

ÅPredator Decoys

ÅDogs, Cats, Roosters (very 
territorial!)

ÅMove feeders under roof awnings, 
umbrella, gazebo, or low hanging 
tree branches.



Photo by Laurin Pause

Photo courtesy of Graelyn Deslauriers

Places to 
Raise their 
Young



To Leave Out Bird Seed 
or to Not Leave Out?

ÅPro:

ÅGuarantee to attract 
birds

ÅProvides extra in harsh 
weather

ÅQuick energy boost for 
migrating birds

ÅHabitat enhancement 
for more urban areas

ÅCon:

ÅDisease transmission

ÅAttraction of 
unwanted animals

ÅBirds become 
dependent

ÅAffects foraging 
behavior

ÅIncreased likelihood of 
window strikes



Feeders
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Suet Recipe
o Melt 1c of lard or bacon grease and 1c of peanut 

butter over low heat ς remove from heat

o Mix in 2c quick cooking 
oatmeal, 2c cornmeal,  1c 
of flour, and 1/2c of sugar 

o As an extra, add in 1c of 
small seeds such as chia 
sunflower 

o Pour in small flat container 
and freeze until needed

Photos by Laurin Pause



Bird Feeder Best Practices 
( Audobon  Society):

ÅRefrain from buying seed targeted to feed 
multiple species of bird together.

ÅBuy specific seed for specific feeders and space 
these out. 

ÅEx: Cracked corn + millet in one feeder, sunflower 
seeds in another feeder.

ÅLook for seed without milo (common filler, gets 
discarded often by birds)

ÅClean feeders and areas around feeders OFTEN!



Help Prevent Window Strikes!
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Native Plants that Attract Birds: 
Engelmannôs Prickly Pear 
(Succulent)

ÅProvides birds with the following 
resources:

ÅFruits

ÅNuts (seeds)

ÅCover/Protection from Predators

ÅMay attract the following: Cardinals, 
Grosbeaks, Chickadees, Titmice, Crows, 
Magpies, Jays, Finches, New World 
Sparrows, and Woodpeckers.



Prickly pear photo courtesy of Graelyn Deslauriers



Native Plants that Attract Birds: 
Butterfly Milkweed (Asclepias 
Tuberosa)

ÅProvides birds with the following resources:
ÅButterflies
ÅCaterpillars
ÅFruit
ÅNectar
ÅNuts (seeds)
ÅMay attract the following: Cardinals, 

Grosbeaks, Chickadees, Titmice, Crows, 
Magpies, Jays, Vireos, Finches, Hummingbirds, 
Nuthatches, Thrashers, Warblers, 
Woodpeckers and Wrens.



Photo courtesy of Sue on Backyard Biology blog
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Native Plants that Attract Birds: 
Common Sunflower

ÅProvides birds with the following resources:

ÅButterflies

ÅCaterpillars

ÅFruits

ÅMay attract the following: Cardinals, 
Grosbeaks, Buntings, Chickadees, Titmice, 
Thrashers, Thrushes, Vireos, Waxwings, 
Wrens, and Woodpeckers



Photos courtesy of 
Graelyn Deslauriers



Native Plants that Attract Birds: 
Common Yarrow

ÅProvides birds with the following resources:

ÅNest linings (leaves)

ÅFruits

ÅSeeds

ÅMay attract the following: Sparrows, 
Woodpeckers, Waxwings, Chickadees, 
Titmice, Mourning Doves, Nuthatches.
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