Yavapail County
Master Gardener
Assoclation

Attracting Backyard Birds with
Fire -Wise Native Plants

September 2025




MASTER GARDENER

ADAI COU@
The University of Arizona
Master Gardener Association
Yavapai County Cooperative Extension

Prescott Office: 840 Rodeo DriveBldgC
Prescott, AZ 86305
9284456590 x222
prescottmg@gmail.com

Verde Valley: 2830 N Commonwealth Drive, Ste 103
Camp VerdeAZ 86322
928-554-8999
verdevalleymg@gmail.com

Master Gardener Web: extension.arizona.edyavapai
{ LIS 1 SNBR Q . yvzNdgspedzersbifdan@giail.com
Facebook: yavapaicountymastergardeners


mailto:prescottmg@gmail.com

Objectives

ANhat makes a plant firavise?
ANhy attract birds to your yard?
ATips to making your yard bird friendly

ANative plants that will attract birds that
are also firewise

ANhich birds are attracted to which
native plants + Which resources these
plants provide to birds



Fire - Resistant Plant
Characteristics:

A eaves, not needles.

Arees tend to be clean, not bushy,
very little dead wood.

AShrubs are lovgrowing (2 ft or
lower).

AVinimal buildup of dead plant
material.



Fire - Resistant Plant
Characteristics cont

MAVinimal build up of dead plant
material.

Aaller shrubs are clean, not bushy or

twiggy.
ASap is watetike.

MBroadleaf deciduous leaved trees
(lose their leaves In fall/winter)



Fire - Prone Plant
Characteristics:

Mladeleaf or needle leaf evergreens
and grasses.

A_eaves and wood that often have
volatile waxes, fats, terpenes or olls.

ASap is gummy or resinous.



Fire - Prone Plant
Characteristics Ccont :

AContain plentiful fine, twiggy, dry, or
dead materials.

Adave loose or papery bark.
Adave haircovered leaves.



Why Attract Birds to
Your Yard?

A Pure Enjoyment

A Education

A Flower Pollination
A Weed Control

A Insect Control

A Conserving Wildlife
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Pure
Enjoyment

and
Education
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Flower Pollination,
Insect and Weed
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Conserving
Wildlife
by Creating
Backyard Habitat
IS Important for
the Ecosystem

=y SIMPLE
" ACTIONS

TO HELP BIRDS
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Provide a
Bird -

Friendly
Yard

Photo by Laurin Pause
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Water

o Keep birdbath low and
shallow

o Site your bird bath well

o Keep It clean

o Keep It open

o Add motion
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Keep it low and shallow
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Site your
bird bath
well
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Keep It clean
and open
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Cover

o Shelter and shade

o Protection from predators

o Places for birds to raise their
young
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Protection

from
Predators
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Tips to keep Predatory
Birds from Nesting Birds:

Hang reflective items/wind chimes
Predator Decoys

Dogs, Cats, Roosters (very
territoriall)

Move feeders under roof awnings,
umbrella, gazebo, or low hanging
tree branches.
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Places to
Raise their
Young

Photo courtesy of Graelyn Deslauriers
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To Leave Out Bird Seed
or to Not Leave Out?

Con:
Pro: . o
Disease transmission
Guarantee to attract .
. Attraction of
birds

unwanted animals

Provides extra in harsh .
Birds become

weather

Quick hoost f dependent

uick energy boost for _

migrating birds Aﬁects_ foraging
behavior

Habitat enhancement

Increased likelihood of
for more urban areas

window strikes



Feeders
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Suet Recipe
o Melt 1c of lard or bacon grease afhd of peanut
butter over low heat. remove from heat

o Mix in 2c quick cooking
oatmeal, 2c cornmeal, 1c
W of flour, and 1/2c of sugar
Il o Asan extraadd in 1c of
() small seeds such ahia
sunflower
o Pour in small flat container
and freeze until needed

Photos by Laurin Pause
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Bird Feeder Best Practices
(Audobon  Society):

Refrain from buying seed targeted to feed
multiple species of bird together.
Buy specific seed for specific feeders and space

these out.
Ex: Cracked corn + millet in one feeder, sunflower
seeds in another feeder.

Look for seed without milo (common filler, gets
discarded often by birds)

Clean feeders and areas around feed®isTEN!
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Native Plants that Attract Birds:
Engel mannodos Prickly
(Succulent)

Provides birds with the following
resources:

Fruits
Nuts (seeds)
Cover/Protection from Predators

May attract the following:Cardinals,
Grosbeaks, Chickadees, Titmice, Crows,
Magpies, Jays, Finches, New World
Sparrows, and Woodpeckers.







Native Plants that Attract Birds:
Butterfly Milkweed (Asclepias
Tuberosa)

Provides birds with the following resources:
Butterflies
Caterpillars
Fruit
Nectar
Nuts (seeds)

May attract the following:Cardinals,

Grosbeaks, Chickadees, Titmice, Crows,
Magpies, Jays, Vireos, Finches, Hummingbirds,
Nuthatches, Thrashers, Warblers,
Woodpeckers and Wrens.
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Native Plants that Attract Birds:
Common Sunflower

Provides birds with the following resources:
Butterflies
Caterplillars
Fruits

May attract the following:Cardinals,
Grosbeaks, Buntings, Chickadees, Titmice,
Thrashers, Thrushes, Vireos, Waxwings,
Wrens, and Woodpeckers
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Native Plants that Attract Birds:
Common Yarrow

Provides birds with the following resources:
Nest linings (leaves)
Fruits
Seeds

May attract the following:Sparrows,
Woodpeckers, Waxwings, Chickadees,
Titmice, Mourning Doves, Nuthatches.



Photo courtesy of plantaddicts.com

Photos courtesy of the Arizona
Native Plant Society



